0 


TNE 


Wy 
HE» 


cA 


HH 


PRCT ECAAT C ere TCL mu 


CU | 


gt 


i 


| Hc 


enim: SC 


7 
I: 


aul 
i F 


il 
} 


cn a 


H 
il 


sith 


Hit 


¢ 
“THE GOSPEL MUST FIRST BE PUBLISHED AMONG ALL NATIONS.”—Mark xiii. 10, 


VOL. XXVIII. 


NEW YORK, APRIL 19, 1883. 


NO. 4. 


NOTICE. 

The Sixty-seventh Annual Mecting of 
the American Bible Society, for the trans- 
action of business, will be held in this city, 
at the Bible House, on Astor Place, on 
Thursday, May 10th, at half-past three 
o'clock, .P.M. Members of the Society 
and Delegates from Auxiliary Societies 


are cordially invited to attend. 
OH —_ — 

THE FLOW AND EBB IN JAPAN, 
BY REV. HENRY LOOMIS. 


It is now universally known that during the 
past twenty years Japan has been a country of 
startling transformations, and the impulse of 
progress and innovation has invaded the nation 
with the strength of a rushing torrent. In the 
place of an absolute monarchy, representative 
paaiubons are taking root; and soon the Mi- 
kado"is to reign at the head of a constitutional 
government, with a national assembly and house 
of peers. Ninety graduates from the school of. 
nobles are to be sent abroad for six years to 
study the politics of Western lands. 

The army has been re-organized on the French 
system. A navy has been built up after the 
English model. There are two complete naval 
establishments, with dry docks; and her iron- 
clads carry Krupp guns and cruise in far-off 
waters. 

All the coasting trade and much of the busi- 
ness with China is now carried on by her own 
vessels. Lighthouses, beacons, buoys, etc., are 
multiplying rapidly. A police system prevails to 
secure order, and a new code of laws has been 
promulgated, and a purer administration of jus- 
tice is aimed at, though not likely to be secured 
at once. : 

. A government mint has been established for 

ears, and gold has been made the standard of 
hee monetary system. A part of the country has 
been surveyed and mapped with precision; in 
- addition to the topography, the geological struc- 


future development wherever practicable) have 
been carefully ascertained.. One hundred and 
six miles of railway are now in working order, 
and other lines are in process of construction. 

The growth of the postal and telegraph sys- 
tems has been marvellous. Telegraphic lines 
reach to the chief cities and connect with all 
parts of the world. There are now 4,000 post- 
offices, besides receiving agencies, street letter 
boxes, money order offices, and postal savings 
banks. Some 28,000,000 letters and over 7,000,000 
postal cards have passed through the office in one 
year. During the same period nearly 8,000,000 
newspapers were posted, showing an increase in 
the native press of sixteen per cent. in twelve 
months. Japan has been for some time a mem- 
ber of the Postal Union. 

The telephone is at work between public 
offices. Electric lights are in successful opera- 
tion, and there is a training school for the mer- 
cantile marine, with a board of examination and 
issuing of certificates to masters, mates, and 
engineers. 

Some two millions of children are being taught 
in the public schools on the American and Euro- 
pean systems. Besides the schools under gov- 
ernment control there are a great many valuable 
private educational enterprises scattered about 
the country. With a view of training young men 
for special professions there are schools and 
colleges in connection with most of the various 
departments; as also a school of foreign lan- 
guages, medicine, translation, etc. Separate in- 
stitutions are established for the education of 
girls, and are meeting with good success. 

In looking over all these wonderful changes 
one is likely to form a very high estimate. of 
Japanese character and give them a place among 
the most advanced and leading nations of the 
earth, But those long resident in the country 
and best qualified to judge of the real condition 
of things, will generally say that there is another 
side to the picture, and it is not all gold that 
glitters. A nation can hardly change its nature 
in a quarter of a century. 

And without saying anything disrespectful of 
the people or desiring to speak disparagingly of 
all these extraordinary changes, we may safely 


ture and agricultural conditions (with a hope of | say there is much of unreality in it all. In many 
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instances the shadow has been taken for the 
substance, and the mere lacquer of civilization 
for its reality. As a Japanese writer has himself 
declared, Japan is delighted with the flowers and 
fruit of Western nations but will take no account 
of the root. While there have been marked and 
important outward changes, the character of the 
people has remained essentially the same. As 
in all oriental nations, deception and falsehood 
are universal, and there is an utter want of strict 
business integrity. A man who for some years 
has held a high position in the government said 
to me a few days ago, “I do not know one 
Japanese whose word [| can fully trust.” In his 
opinion personal aggrandizement and temporal 
gain are the only motives which actuate the 
leading men of the empire. There is a necessity 
of a change in the moral character of the people 
before real: and permanent prosperity can be 
expected. 

A few years ago the Japanese were very eager 
to obtain the counsel and aid of other nations, 
but there has been from the first a great diver- 
sity of sentiment in regard to foreign intercourse 
and the introduction of new ideas and innova- 
tions. There have always been a liberal and a 
conservative party, and of late the latter element 
appears to have gained the power. Every step 
of progress has met with opposition; and to this 
day the edicts against Christianity are not abol- 
ished, although removed from public places. 
The late Satsuma rebellion was an outbreak of 
the anti-foreign and conservative element. 

There is in the Japanese character a strong 
national pride. It is an old universal idea that 
this is the favoured country of the gods and their 
ruler is of divine ancestry. They were accus- 
tomed to look upon the whole outer world as 
barbarians and unworthy of their association. 
This feeling never passed away; and it has often 
been an outward and formal deference only 
which has been paid to foreigners. And since 
the results of civilization have been so largely 
introduced, there has come a marked change in 
the treatment of other nationalities. 

Nearly all the foreigners in government employ 
have been discharged, and those who remain are 
engaged for a short period only. All business is 
kept entirely in their own control. Every trans- 
action of any importance must be through the 
native guilds, and there is a fixed policy of total 
exclusion. Permission to travel is only granted 
on condition that no business transactions shall 
be entered into, and must be for the purpose of 
health or scientific observation. Although these 
are the only two reasons that will be regarded, 
there is a readiness to grant passes on these 
grounds. 

One of the most prominent leaders of public 
opinion has recently published a volume in which 
he opposes Christianity and strongly advocates 
the increase of the military and naval forces. 
Elated with some slight successes in dealing with 
China and Corea, they seem to imagine that by 
the influence of a few large ships of war they 
can assume at once a position among the most 
powerful nations of the globe and command the 
homage of all. This scheme has been adopted, 
and large sums appropriated for the increase of 
the army, the purchase of torpedo boats, iron- 
clads, etc. ; 

This is a serious mistake. 


_ This money could 
have been expended far more wisely and with 


great benefit in internal improvements. The 
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roads of Japan are in an extremely bad condi- 
tion, and through much of the country they are 
mere pathways and wholly unsuitable for freight 
wagons. Ifthe country was provided with better 
roads the cost of bringing produce to market 
would be only one-fourth what it is now. Tea, 
silk, and rice, are the chief productions ; and it 
ought to be an easy matter to furnish these for 
export, as there is no part of the country more 
than one hundred miles from the sea. 

It is said, however, to cost as much to get a 
ton of goods from fifty miles inland to the coast, 
as to send it to England, as railroads now in oper- 
ation, or being built, will reach but a small sec- 
tion of the country. Everything is carried on the 
backs of men or pack animals, and from many 
parts of the country, the transportation is too 
high to allow of any production at all, or to ex- 
ceed acertain amount. Thus a considerable por- 
tion of the land is wholly unproductive. Thecap- 
ital which foreigners would be willing to supply 
is strictly excluded by a law of the government, 

An obvious result of this condition of things 
is that the agricultural productions of Japan 
have been stationary for along time. It is esti* 
mated that only one-tenth of the land yields any 
products, and not one-fourth of the fertile por- 
tions are under cultivation. The department of 
agriculture was abolished during the past year, 
and thus what might have been a most useful 
institution has passed away. 

As in agriculture, so also in the mining indus- 
tries. Most of the extensive mineral deposits 
are of little value, or unavailable owing to the 
difficulties of transportation and the want of 
foreign enterprise and capital. 

The great mass of the people are miserably 
poor, and with present government restrictions 
there is little room for private enterprise and 
improvement. The increase in taxes to meet 
the expenses of this new scheme will be severely 
felt, and is such as the people are illy able to 
bear. Already there is much discontent, and the 
press is strictly guarded to prevent the free ex- 
pression of public opinion. 

The national currency is at a great discount © 
and constantly shifting. Business has never been 
so bad, and the future is not at all hopeful. The 
English consul at Tokio has sent out a warning 
to British subjects that shipments to Japan have 
long been in excess of the demands and are 
becoming simply ruinous. Some of the best 
business houses (foreign) in Yokohama are clos- 
ing out, and others are simply waiting in the hope 
that there may be a favourable turn in affairs. 

Altogether the situation in Japan is such as 
to greatly disappoint the expectations of a few 
years ago. It is to be hoped, however, they may 
see their errors and that a reaction will come at 
no very distant day. 


Foreign BH epartment. 


FOREIGN CIRCULATION IN 1882.—Some items 
under this head were given in the March Record. 
Additional reports have since been received: 

Mr. Milne reports that in Uruguay and the 
Argentine Republic the circulation amounts to 
13,035 copies, an increase of more than 4,000 
over the distribution of the preceding year. 
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The circulation in Brazil reported by Mr. Brown 
was 6,484 copies, an increase of about 3,000. 

The Lodiana Mission of the Presbyterian Board 
also report a large increase, their issues amount- 
ing to 332 Bibles, 854 Testaments, and 5,230 Por- 
tions, or a total of 6,416 copies. : 

Mr. Whipple, of the Persian Agency, reports 
the circulation, in 1882, of 505 Bibles, 2,544 Test- 
aments, and 2,249 Portions, the total for twelve 
months, 5,298, being about the same as for the 
eighteen months preceding. 

The most marked and gratifying increase is 
in China, the circulation having gone up from 
105,000 in 1881 to 181,000 in 1882. This large 
increase was due Chiefly to an enlarged colpor- 
teur force. 


Russ1a.—Mr. Prince writes from St. Peters- 
burg, March 21, respecting a colporteur who 
was just starting for the extreme eastern part 
of Siberia: 

G—— starts from here to-day for Odessa, 
taking with him about a ton weight of New 
Testament Scriptures, intending to embark by 
steamer of the volunteer fleet, via Suez, for 
Viadivostvk and Nicolaevsk, Amoor. At the 
former place he is to confer with a lieutenant 
of the Russ navy, who promised Mr. Emery 
(who started last week for the Amoor) to aid 
him in getting by sea on a war vessel to Nico- 
laesvk, or to proceed there inland by the Amoor. 
Then he is to report to Mr. Emery and follow 
his instructions as to colportage along the river 
-and in places where the Scriptures are needed. 
If he is successful more books will be forwarded 
to him by the same route by a steamer leaving 
Odessa in August. Full directions have been 
furnished him, and we have tried to prevent any 
failure, even a partial one, of the object in view, 
which is to penetrate every town and settlement 
near the rivers, including the gold mines, goy- 
ernment and private. If the work is carried 
through he will traverse the districts lying be- 
tween the head waters of the Amoor, across to 
Irkutsk. He cannot reach there this summer, 
>*aiadewhen he is nearing it from the Amoor, fresh 
arrangements can be made for him. Returning 
by the volunteer fleet is not practicable this 
season, as the steamers, after leaving their “ving 
cargoes at Vladivostvk and Sakvline—settlers 
(emigrants) at the former, and convicts at the 
latter—proceed to Japanese and Chinese ports in 
quest of freight. 

Persta.—Mr. Whipple, writing from Tabreez, 
March 3d, says: 

I returned a few days since from a two weeks’ 
tour on horseback, to the plains of Salmas and 
Khoi, over a distance of two hundred and fifty 
miles, looking after the interests of our work. 
For two or three days after reaching home I was 
laid aside on account of my eyes, which had suf- 
fered from exposure. One night we were belated 
and lost our way, and when we reached a Mo- 
hammedan village, at a very late hour, I was 
glad to wrap myself up in a native quilt, and lie 
down on the floor for the night. On the last 
day I rode more than sixty miles, part of the way 
through deep snow on which the sun was shining 
brightly. For want of glasses to protect my eyes, 
they suffered severe injury. 
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My attendant, in fording a stream, about an 
hour from the city, fell with his horse into a deep 
hole, and as all my bedding was strapped on the 
horse’s back it was with difficulty that the animal 
wasrescued. These are but incidents of the trip,. 
which are forgotten in the joy the work affords, 
and the encouragements we constantly find. 

I had much satisfaction in the condition of 
things at Salmas. There are many villages, 
Armenian, Nestorian, and Mussulman, on the 
plain, and we did well to locate a helper there. 
When not occupied in the bookstore, he is busy 
visiting the villages. At Khoi the work is not 
se well advanced, but the helper is doing his 

est. 


JApan.—Mr. Loomis writes, Feb. 28th: 

God is greatly blessing the work both among 
natives and foreigners. I hear of many conver- 
sions in connection with the services of the vari- 
ous churches. The young man spoken of in my 
letter of Dec. 8th, as coming to me to study 
the Bible, was baptized last Sabbath, and is now 
earnestly at work among his people. He came 
in last week to get Scriptures to sell in connec- 
tion with a service which he and some friends 
are conducting every Sabbath afternoon. One 
of these friends is Noya Jafu from Tochiji, whose 
letter appeared in the September number of the 
Record. He also was baptized last Sabbath. 


sO 


URUGUAY. 

Mr. Milne sends the following extracts from 
a letter of Celestino Garcia y Pifia, written in 
December last: 

With respect to the work in this department 
there are not a few difficulties to contend with. 
In most cases the houses are very far apart and 
the farms are often fenced in, which makes access 
difficult. 

As a general rule, the wealthy sheep farmers 
are unbelievers and look upon the things of God 
and his holy word with indifference or with scorn 
and contempt. While it horrifies one to hear 
how they take the name of God in vain, it fills 
one at the same time with compassion, for they 
do it in ignorance and unbelief. May the Lord 
have pity upon them! 

Some despise and insult me because I have 
only the word of God to offer them. Sometimes 
on hearing that there are books for sale, they 
come with great eagerness and anxiety, seeking 
chaff—for this is what I regard all the other 
books they ask for. When I tell them that I have 
only the pure grain, some call me a friar or Jesuit, 
and really some seem to think that such have 
sent me. When it has been found that neither 
mockery nor ridicule could ruffle my temper and 
give them amusement at my expense, I have 
in two different houses been spat upon, and in 
another I had water thrown upon me by -the 
dipperful. On several occasions, I have had the 
books thrown on*the floor and with no little 
arrogance have been ordered away from the 
place. While they say what they please, I mean- 
while lift my thoughts to God who never aban- 
dons me. Although for my sins I deserve this 
and much more, yet the Lord is so good to me 
that I seem to hear him say, “Trust, and be not 
afraid, I have power to turn the mountains into 
a plain and to make the quegues of wicked- 
ness and corruption into a fruitful field, a paradise 
of delight.” When they expect me to answer 


SS en 


52 


them in anger, they find an agreeable surprise, 
for I have with me the presence of a friend so 
excellent and comforting that I can in every 
difficulty repair to him for communion, so with 
a heart full of joy, give them words of friendly 
counsel and take leave of them asking the Lord 
to reach them by his grace and make them faith- 
ful disciples. 

On one occasion I met with a wealthy sheep- 
farmer, Don. R. S. (of Protestant parents), who 
was so enraged at seeing me with Bibles for sale 
that he wanted to fight me, but remembering 
what the Holy Ghost had said by Solomon, I 
answered him with words of prudence. When 
he had poured forth the sentiments of his heart, 
and saw that I remained silent, he struck me a 
blow on my head with his fist. With perfect 
tranquility of spirit, I thanked him and took 
leave of his workmen, to one of whom I gavea 
book, asking God to make this incident a means 
of leading him to reflection and conversion. 

Notwithstanding all this I find that very many 
among the poor receive me with great pleasure. 
As the Saviour said, so it comes to pass, “the 
poor have the gospel preached to them.” Still, 
in two or three houses of the wealthy I am 
very well received and have had much kindness 
shown me. 

————t?>-o————_——_— 

COLPORTEUR WORK AT KUROGEMURA, JAPAN, 


Kurogemura is a seaport town in the province 
of Nagusa, and contains about Io,ooo inhabitants. 
Buddhism has a very strong hold upon the peo- 
ple and there are many earnest believers in its 
teachings. A man named Kawashima Masujiro 
lately came from Tyo and desired to introduce 
Christianity, but did not know how it could be 
accomplished. . Very fortunately two colporteurs, 
Nakai.and Sasao, happened to come to the place 
at that time. He was greatly rejoiced, and in- 
vited all his friends to come together and hear 
the gospel. Nakai preached, and the people 
gave him the most cheerful attention. Bibles 
and tracts to the amount of six dollars were 
sold. After this, by the recommendation of 
Nakai, the pastor of one of the Asaka churches 
came and held services at the house of Kawa- 
shima, There was a large number of hearers 
and much interest and encouragement. They are 
now very anxious to have preaching regularly. 

In the neighbourhood of Okayama is a vil- 
lage where there were some believers, and the 
priests tried at first to persuade them to give up 
their faith, and failing in this, threatened to 
drive all Christians from the place. The Oka- 
yama churches made this a subject of prayer, 
and word soon came that the condition of the 
believers at Saidaji Mura was better than be- 
fore. The threats and opposition had only in- 
creased their faith and influence among their 
friends and neighbours. 
> e¢_____—_- 

HAWAIIAN ISLANDS, 

The Rev. S. C. Damon, D.D., seaman’s’ chap- 
lain at Honolulu, enclosing a draft for one hun- 
dred and fifty dollars in return for books granted 
to him for sale, and making request for a new 
supply, gives some interesting facts concerning 
the Chinese residents in the Hawaiian Islands, 
He says: Main Sa 
_ itis not until recently that I have been brought 
into connection with our Chinese population, 
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and known anything relating to the demand for 
Bibles among them. Since my son’s return from 
Germany in September, 1881, he has been labour- 
ing among the Chinese. He ordered from the 
Presbyterian depository in Shanghai about one 
hundred dollars’ worth of Bibles, Testaments, 
and other religious matter. I am glad to wit- 
ness the calls which are constantly being made 
by our Chinese for Bibles and other religious 
books. My.son is constantly sending off pack- 
ages to other places. There are now more than 
300 Chinese Christians on the islands, and stated 
religious services are maintained at four differ- 
ent points. } ; 

In this Chinese work we are witnessing a most 
happy influence resulting from the labour of 
German and American missionaries in China. 
A majority of these converts are from the Ger- 
man Mission among the Hakkas at Hong Kong. 
Others are from the Presbyterian Mission>.at 
Shanghai. My son’s teacher was educated by 
Dr. Happer, and now preaches in the Chinese 
church at Honolulu. He is spoken of as emi- 
nently well acquainted with the Bible, and able 
to turn readily to any part of it for reference 
and illustration. 

The church here is well attended, and its 
religious meetings and Bibles class are well 
conducted. Words fail me to express the vast 
importance of this evangelistic work among 
the Chinese on these islands. They are here 
to stay for all coming time. Many of them in- 
termarry with the Hawaiians, and there is no 
antagonistic or race prejudice between them. 
Many of them are prosperous merchants, plant- 
ers, and mechanics. I cannot be mistaken in the 
statement that many of our Chinese will carry 
back to China a knowledge of the Christian 
religion. I know one who is a member, and a 
deacon, of the church in Honolulu, that has 
built a school house in his native village, and 
now supports a Christian teacher there. 

~ 
BRAZIL, 

Mr. Brown describes the following experiences 
of one of the Society’s colporteurs in Minas 
Geraes: 


In the city of San Joaé d’El Rei he had walked 
about the streets all day till four o’clock in the 
afternoon, when he succeeded in selling one 
Bible. His spirits were somewhat revived by 
this, and going on further he had persuaded 
another man to purchase. This man was just 
about to pay, when the first one came up and 
demanded his money, saying the Bible was of 
no use to him. This influenced the second pur- 
chaser to put his money back in his pocket. 
Our colporteur was out of money, and the situ- 
ation was surely disheartening. Presently he 
began to read aloud from the Bible, and when 
some people had gathered about him, he asked 
them what there was objectionable in the verses. 
Continuing this he was enabled before night to 
sell two Bibles and some Portions. Another 
day, while he was talking, a padre came up and 
said he was trying to sell false Bibles. hen 
asked to prove his assertion he became very 
nervous, and requested Andri to walked a little 
way with him, evidently afraid to trust himself 
in the hearing of the people. Andri accom- 
modated him but failed to receive any con- 
vincing arguments that the Bible is false. It 
another town, Nova Friburgo, the vicar ridi- 
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culed him for trying to sell Bibles, and said it 
would be much better for him to peddle such 
books as the “Bulls of the Convent,” “The 
Miracles of St. Anthony;” and so on. With a 
spiritual guide of this sort it is not much won- 
der that the people are indifferent. In Canto- 
gallo the hotel-keeper showed his opposition to 
the work by charging double the ordinary price. 
One day a package of his books was stolen by 
some railway employés while he was talking to 
them. The engineer (I suppose he means man- 
ager) afterwards told him, with much profanity 
and blaspheming, that one of the stolen Bibles 
had been shown to him and he had destroyed 
it. This same man gave orders that Andri 
should not be allowed about the station. As 
this command could not be enforced, he con- 
tinued to go nearly every day. During the year 
1882 he disposed of 124 volumes, more than a 
third of them being Bibles. 


Ta 


REV. JAS, PERRYMAN, A CREEK INTERPRETER. 


Rev. Jas. Perryman, who interpreted for Rev. 
John Fleming, of the American Board of Com- 
missioners for Foreign Missions, fifty years ago, 
and who, with myself, translated Ephesians, 
Titus, and James, and revised two-thirds of 
Acts, died soon after the commencement of the 
present year. In him the Creeks have lost one 
of the most earnest preachers they ever had. 
For many of the late years of his life he was 
afflicted with palsy in his hands and arms, and 
none who heard him preach will be likely to 
forget the trembling fingers that drew on the 
spectacles, and then slowly found the Bible 
verse from which he would preach. Yet so 
familiar was he with much of the New Testa- 
ment that he would often repeat his text and 
tell his hearers where they would find it, with 
as much readiness as though the open Bible 
were before him. 

In one respect he was especially remarkable, 
and this was that although he began his fifty 
years of Christian work as a Presbyterian, spent 
a second period a Methodist, and the last a 
Baptist, he retained a liberal spirit through all. 
He was an open-communion Baptist, and a 
-catpone promoter of brotherly love among 

ristians of different names. 

I shall never forget my last interview with 
him. I read to him different parts of my trans- 
lation of Romans, and I do not think I ever 
saw such thorough enjoyment of the Bible 
manifested. As I read the eighth chapter in 
the Creek his face fairly beamed with delight, 
as he nodded or spoke his assent. Although 
upwards of eighty, and suffering as mentioned 
above, he died “in the harness,” and his rest 
must be sweet indeed. Ae EegawWoaplea 


a 


In a letter from Dr. Bliss on page 5 of the Jan- 
uary number of the Record, respecting a young 
man named Toros, a slight misprint occurred 
which he desires to have corrected: One sen- 
tence, as printed, implied that the AzbZe Society 
had an educational institution in Turkey; it 
should read: “As a result of these enquiries, his 
attention was directed to az institution in Con- 
stantinople, embracing a school, a hospital, and 
reformatory.” 
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| Domestic Department 


PROGRESS MADE IN THE FOURTH RE-SUPPLY OF 
THE UNITED STATES, 

During the month of March forty-eight col- 
porteurs have been re-commissioned, and forty- 
one new commissions have been issued. The 
whole number of colporteurs commissioned since 
September ist, 1882, has been 311; of that num- 
ber forty-five have already retired, leaving 266 
at present engaged in this work. Of this num- 
ber thirteen are labouring in Alabama, twenty- 
five in Arkansas, five in California, two in Colo- 
rado, two in Dakota, four in Florida, fourteen in 
Georgia, two in Illinois, seventeen in Indiana, 
fifteen in Iowa, twenty-three in Kansas, fifteen 
in Kentucky, one in Maine, twelve in Michigan, 
four in Mississippi, fourteen in Missouri, ten in 
Nebraska, one in New Jersey, two in New York, 
thirteen in North Carolina, ten in Ohio, three in 
South Carolina, fifteen in Tennessee, twenty-five 
in Texas, three in Utah and Montana, ten in 
West Virginia, and six in Wisconsin. Thus the 
canvass has been commenced in twenty-eight 
out of the forty-eight States and Territories. 

In Connecticut, Maryland, Massachusetts, New 
Hampshire, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, 
Vermont, Virginia, and Washington Territory 
the State societies are expected to supply their 
respective fields, with or without grants of 
Scriptures from the Parent Society. 

The reports received from 157 colporteurs, of 
the labour performed during the month of Feb- 
ruary increase the aggregate given last month 
to 326,862 families visited; 50,489 of these were 
found without the Scriptures, and 39,520 of them 
were supplied by sale or gift, besides 22,573 
individuals who had no Bible; 142,775 copies 
of Scriptures, of the value of $52,819 78, were 
sold, and 41,988 donated, of the value of 
$9,988 69. The salaries and expenses of the 
colporteurs for the eleven months included in 
this summary have amounted to $54,950 55. 

——___—_¢ & ¢ —_____ 
“TN THE MORNING SOW THE SEED.” 

A District Superintendent of the American 
Bible Society received favours from an official 
of one of the great railroads of the Southwest. 
In appreciation of these favours the Superintend- 
ent presented this gentleman a handsome copy 
of the Testament and Psalms. This official was 
of religious parentage and training, but his 
public business life had led him away from the 
church and its influences. He was gay, fashion- 
able, and worldly. He had not read a chapter 
in the Bible for years. When the book was re- 


ceived in his office and opened, his eye fell 
first on the parable of the prodigal son. Other 
lessons were read. He became a sincere be- 
liever. There is now a family altar in his home, 
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where the morning and evening sacrifice is 
offered. He is an active Christian worker, and 
the marked executive abilities which found ex- 
ercise in his connection with a great railway 
are also employed in an official position in the 
Christian church. 


EXTRACTS FROM MONTHLY REPORTS OF DISTRICT 
SUPERINTENDENTS, 


ALABAMA AND WEST FLORIDA. 


Work in this district has again been retarded 
by winter rains causing swollen streams, breaks 
in railroads, and excessively deep mud in the 
country. However, in Mobile I secured a meet- 
ing of the pastors with the officers of the auxil- 
iary, and they (the pastors) promised to see to 
the raising of such an amount as would complete 
the canvass of Mobile City and County. 

The Jefferson County Bible Society has re- 
sumed operations after an interregnum of sev- 
eral months. 

I had the pleasure of attending the fifty-ninth 
anniversary of the Tuscaloosa Bible Society. 
That auxiliary begins work soon. 


CALIFORNIA AND NEVADA. 

The two colporteurs of the American Bibte 
Society accomplished the following: Families 
visited, 870; found destitute, 150; supplied, 124; 
individuals in addition, 110, Days spent, fifty- 
one; miles travelled, 875; books sold, 169; cash 
on sales, $109 80; books given to the destitute, 
102: value, $16 58. Colporteur Cooke laboured 
in Alameda and. Contra Costa Counties, and 
Colp. Fleming in Shasta County. These labours 
on both fields were among the foot-hills and 
mountains, hence a good showing for the num- 
ber of days spent. 

The work of the two colporteurs employed by 
and labouring for the California Bible Society is 
as follows: 250 families and persons visited; 510 
families found destitute; 217 supplied, and 308 
individuals in addition. Of those supplied, 275 
were Roman Catholic families and individuals. 
Books given, 452—value, $50 30; volumes sold, 
seventy-three—value, $7 15. Visited thirty-two 
ships and other sailing vessels, supplying many 
sailors; distributed the Scriptures in nine lan- 
guages ; spent forty-six days ; travelled 275 miles. 
These colporteurs found a very great desire on 


the part of Italian and Spanish Catholics for the 
“Protestant Bible.” 


ILLINOIS AND WESTERN INDIANA. 

I send reports from nine auxiliaries, to wit: 
Carroll, DeKalb, Griggsville, Jackson, La Salle, 
Perry, Sangamon, Washington Counties, IIl., and 
Gibson County, Ind. These auxiliaries are for 
the most part quite active and prosperous, Sev- 
eral of them have made a thorough canvass of 
their fields this year with excellent results. 
Among the latter may be mentioned Griggsville 
and Perry County. 

Griggsville auxiliary embraces a part of Pike 
County, and has been quite active generally. 
This year they report 1,301 families visited, sixty- 
seven found destitute, and fifty-six supplied, and 
twenty-one individuals. 

erry County is situated in the southern part 

of the State. They report 2,227 families visited, 

239 found destitute ; of these, 175 were supplied, 
-and twenty-six individuals. 

Jackson County has made quite an advance 


the year past in the work done and in the in- 
terest manifested. ' f 

La Salle County holds on its ways and culti- 
vates its large and important field with fidelity 
and success. The forty-ninth anniversary of the 
auxiliary was held in the Congregational Church 
in Ottawa, on Sabbath evening, February 25th. 
The occasion was one of more than usual inter- 
est. Able and instructive addresses were made 
by Rev. Mr. Barnes of the Congregational Church, 
and Rev. Mr. Young of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, and others. 

IOWA. 

During the month of February I spent the first 
Sabbath at Council Bluffs; second Sunday at 
Brooklyn, and attended their anniversary in the 
evening at the Methodist Episcopal Church; 
third Sabbath at Red Oak, county seat of Mont- 
gomery County. It was my first Sunday in that 
live and rapidly growing western town of about 
four thousand people. Six hundred persons at 
least were present at the Bible meeting, and a 
most excellent spirit was manifested throughout 
the entire exercises. The last Sabbath in Feb- 
ruary I spent at Winterset, in Madison County. 
Here we have one of our best auxiliaries, and 
we had last Sunday evening a solid and inter- 
esting anniversary. ¥ 

Six county agents report in February a brief 
summary of their labours: Aggregate number 
of days of service, 129; miles travelled, 928; 
contributions received from individuals and con- 
gregations, $226 40; from personal sales of books, 
$243 57; families visited, 1,749; found destitute, 
167; destitute families supplied, 113, and 120 des- 
titute individuals; books donated, 157; value, 
$4 42. fh " 

The past intensely cold winter has been very 
trying for the canvassing agents. We are coming 
on well in getting colporteurs for our work. I 
spare no pains to have them read up and give 
them all the instructions I can. 


KENTUCKY AND TENNESSEE. 


The first Sabbath was spent in holding the 
annual meeting of the Memphis and Shelby 
County Bible Society, in Memphis, Rev. A. S. 
Hunt, D.D., Corresponding Secretary of Amer- 
ican Bible Society, delivering the address. The 
evening was somewhat unfavourable, but the 
audience was large, and certainly the impression 
made was very favourable to the cause. 

The evening of the 9th of February, we held 
the annual meeting of the Warren County Bible 
Society, Ky., at Bowling Green. The congrega- 
tion good and the contributions liberal. 

The second Sunday we spent in Louisville, 
holding the annual meeting of the Louisville 
and Vicinity Bible Society in the Second Pres- 
byterian Church. The audience was large and 
cultured. 

The third Sunday I spent with the Woodford 
County Bible Society in Versailles, Ky., assisting 
in the annual meeting. It was a meeting of 
great interest, the congregations unusually large, 
and the contributions ninety dollars more than 
for a score*of years previously. 

The fourth Sunday I spent in holding the 
annual meeting of the Franklin County Bible 
Society, Ky., at Frankfort. The American Bible 
Society has no truer friends anywhere, than in 
Frankfort. The cause may rely upon an annual 


oe of from $100 to $125 from this aux- 
iliary. 
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MISSOURI. 

The anniversary of the St. Louis Bible Society 
was held February qth, in the rooms of the 
Young Men’s Christian Association, and on the 
evening of the same day, six union meetings 
were held in designated churches, besides others, 
where the pastors spoke in their own pulpits and 
took Bible collections. So that on the same night 
over twenty of our American city pastors, in some 
way of their choice, united in their expression of 
interest in the Bible work. 

Thus far $487 23 have been received, and 
$121 80 of the amount donated to the Parent 
Society; this does not include donations made, 
or to be made, by our German city churches. 
Several visited in February have promised to 
aid us. 

On the last Sabbath of February a union Bible 
meeting was held in the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, in Jefferson City. The several 
churches and members of the legislature filled 
the church and listened with evident interest to 
the addresses which related to the Bible, and the 
duty and necessity of giving it to the world in 
all the languages. 


NEBRASKA, COLORADO, AND WYOMING TER. 


During the month past I have travelled 1,257 
miles; attended three auxiliary anniversaries; 
organized one auxiliary; and visited five other 
auxiliary and branch societies. ¢ 
_ Cuming County Bible Society rejoices in being 

out of debt, and cheerfully makes a donation to 
the Parent Society. 

Saline County Bible Society has undertaken 
the canvass of its own field. This county has a 
very large foreign population. There are over 
500 families of Bohemians. It is intended to 
place with each of these a copy of the Bible. As 
in almost every case some young member of the 
family can read in English, the purpose is to give 
them the Bible in that language. 

At Fremont, the centre of operations for Dodge 
County Bible Society, we preached in the Pres- 
byterian Church in the morning and addressed 
the Bible meeting in the evening; it was a union 
meeting, held in the Baptist Church, whose pas- 
tor gave us a hearty welcome. 


tp’ OHIO. AND EASTERN INDIANA. 

I attended the Highland County (Ohio) Aux- 
iliary’s anniversary. It was a meeting of much 
interest. The valuable service of its president, 
Rev. Dr. Starr, in preparing for the meeting 
contributed much to its profit. A very large 
audience assembled in the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, Sabbath evening, to hear the address by 
the District Superintendent; and an unusually 
large one on Monday morning, to hear another 
address and to attend to business of the society. 
Arrangements were made for a thorough can- 
vass of the county. 


OREGON AND WASHINGTON TERRITORY. 

During the month just closing I have visited 
the principal towns and cities in the northwest 
part of my district, holding Bible meetings at 
Olympia, Port Townsend, and Seattle, where 
there are Bible societies centering. The lum- 
bering and coal-mining interests of Puget Sound 
are extensive, and the towns and country are 
filling up with immigrants of various nationali- 
ties seeking homes and employment. New To- 
roma and Seattle are rival cities, and are having 
prosperity and great excitement in real-estate 


transactions. The Bible work at Seattle and 
New Toroma is flourishing. A thorough can- 
vass of Western Washington has been com- 
menced, and will be continued until the whole 
country shall have been visited. 

The annual meeting of the West Washington 
Bible Society was held at Seattle on Saturday 
evening, February 17th. The reports of the sec- 
retary and treasurer show encouraging results 
for the year. Two popular meetings were held 
on Sabbath evening in the interests of the Bible 
work; one at the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
addressed by Prof. L. J. Ponell and your Super- 
intendent; the other at the Methodist Protest- 
ant Church, addressed by Rev. J. F. Ellis and 
Rev. H. M. Sexton. These meetings were at- 
tended with a good degree of interest through- 
out. I have visited 106 families and sixty busi- 
ness places, and collected on donations $137. 


TEXAS. 


As in last month, so in this, the inclement 
weather has been much against our work; gen- 
erally the Sabbaths were stormy. 

The third Sabbath I was at Crockett. In the 
morning I preached in the Methodist Church, 
and in the evening, in the same place, addressed 
the annual meeting of Houston County Bible 
Society. This auxiliary proposes to canvass its 
field, with assistance from the Parent Society. 

The fourth Sabbath I was at Palestine. In the 
morning I preached in the Presbyterian Church, 
and in the evening, in the same place, addressed 
the annual meeting of Anderson County Aux- 
iliary Bible Society. This county has lately been 
canvassed by colporteurs of the Parent Society, 
and there is no need of another canvass just now. 
About half the population are freedmen. It is 
the opinion of this auxiliary that the time has 
come to organize the Bible work among them. 
Accordingly, on Monday night I organized a 
branch Bible society in the Baptist Church (col- 
ored). The pastors and people of the African 
Methodist and Methodist Episcopal Churches 
united in the meeting. 

At a late meeting of the Anderson County 
Baptist Association (whites), it was resolved to 
co-operate with the auxiliary Bible society of 
this county in promoting the wider circulation 
of the Holy Scriptures “without note or com- 
ment.” To all the above counties my annual 
visits are made very pleasant by the cordiality 
both of the people and of the churches. The 
fraternity among the various denominations is 
very noticeable at these places. And so I find 
this happy state of things wherever Bible socie- 
ties are respected and regularly maintained. 
They are a bond of Christian union, 


WEST VIRGINIA. 

February 4th was spent at Jackson Court 
House. I preached there Saturday night, Feb. 
3d; delivered one sermon and made two ad- 
dresses on Sunday, and held the anniversary 
of Ripley branch auxiliary; lectured also on 
Wednesday night, after a very successful can- 
vass on Monday and Tuesday at the county seat. 

On leaving Ripley by the first possible con- 
veyance, I stopped over night at the Ravens- 
wood House, where the water had been one foot 
in my room, and took cold, Being still entirely 
cut off from Wirt Court House by reason of flood 
and drift wood, I repaired to St. Mary’s, where I 
was welcomed at the anniversary of Pleasants 
County Bible Society, and worked hard. 
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The 25th and 26th were spent at Moundsville, 
where I raised $22 40; and a_ resolution was 
adopted to donate to the American Bible Soci- 
ety one-half of its credit deposit with the Na- 
tional Society, amounting to $200, Well done 
for Marshall County ! 

OS 


§T, LOUIS BIBLE SOCIETY, MO, 

The following are extracts from the executive 
committee’s report for the year ending February 
Ist, 1883: 

There have been distributed from the society’s 
depository during the year, Bibles and Testa- 
ments to the value of $1,566 64, which is an in- 
crease over the previous year of $407 69. 

This large result has been obtained without 
diminishing the funds entrusted to this society, 
which have been sacredly kept as a working 
capital, and which have been increased by judi- 
cious handling at the depository. 

With further gifts to the working capital of 
this society, it will be enabled to keep on hand 
such a stock as to meet the demands coming to 
this city from every quarter for the publications 
of the American Bible Society; orders that have 
heretofore been diverted from St. Louis and 
sent at great cost and inconvenience to New 
York, Chicago, and other distant but better sup- 
plied cities in this respect. 

Appropriate exercises, in connection with the 
anniversary of this auxiliary, were held in various 
churches of St. Louis, namely, the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, the First Congregational, the 
Compton Avenue Presbyterian, and at St. Mark’s 
Lutheran. At one of these it was stated that the 
last canvass made. of St. Louis showed 23,000 
families were visited and 7,000 found destitute 
of Bibles; it was proposed to extend the work 
and make a new canvass of the city. 

OS Oo 
HURON COUNTY BIBLE SOCIETY, OHIO. 

The fifty-eighth annual meeting of this auxil- 
iary was held in St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 
Norwalk, on March 4th, 1883. From the excel- 
lent report presented on that occasion, the fol- 
lowing is selected: 


On receiving this document (the American 
Bible Society’s Address to the People of the 
United States), your secretary convened the board 
of managers on the evening of September 18th, 
1882, and after hearing the “Address” read, a 
resolution was passed by our board whereby we 
pledged our efforts to do all we could to canvass 
our field for the purpose of collecting funds and 
supplying the destitute without expense to the 
Parent Society. It was my privilege, in company 
with the president of our board, to visit the 
branch societies at their annual meetings, at 
Fitchville, Olena, Peru, and East Townsend, and 
to be present at meetings for the Bible cause at 
Monroeville, North Monroeville, Hartland Centre, 
West Hartland, and in the Congregational Church 
at Norwalk. At all these places we were kindly 
received and generous donations were made for 
the Bible cause. We also secured the efficient 
services of the Rev. Hubbard Lawrence to can- 
vass and receive contributions in various locali- 
ties where there were no branch societies. He 
visited 540 families, supplied the destitute, and 
_ received contributions amounting to $275. 

It gives us great pleasure also to announce that 
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for the past twelve months there have been con- 
tributions by the different evangelical churches 
and Sunday schools and paid to our local agent 
by citizens of Norwalk, the sum of $226 85, and 
by our entire county, $540 12. This is, to your 
secretary, and I have no doubt to every friend 
of the Bible, a very gratifying showing as the 
result of one year’s work. ‘ : 
After the reading of reports, the meeting list- 
ened to some appropriate remarks from the Rev. 
J. D. Williamson and president F. R. Loomis; 
after which a resolution was passed constituting 
seventeen life members of American Bible So- 
ciety, by the appropriation, from the funds of the 
auxiliary, of thirty dollars for each name or $510 
in all. Truly, this auxiliary seems to have well 
answered the question in its secretary’s report: 
“Can we fail to have our interest awakened, our 
hearts opened, and our prayers and contributions 
given to the National Society which has under- 
taken this great work for God and our country.” 


Wiscellaneons. 


NEW YORK FIFTY YEARS AGO. 


In March, 1833, a busy merchant called on me 
to secure my services to supply the destitute in 
the twelfth ward with Bibles, tendering his horse 
and saddlebags for my use. He was vice presi- 
dent of the Young Men’s Bible Society, and 
now well known in benevolent and _ financial 
circles. I accepted the trust, and filling the 
saddlebags with treasures more precious than 
gold, started for the assigned field, which was 
the whole island of Manhattan, between Four- 
teenth Street, King’s Bridge, and the North 
and East Rivers. As I rode past Ninth Street 
a block of new buildings was noticed; then 
opened a broad expanse, the appearance of 
which will never be forgotten. Passing Four- 
teenth Street the nearest house was sighted 
and soon reached; and the work began. The 
design was not mechanically to give the Bible 
to the destitute, but to improve the opportunity 
by giving such instruction as would impress the 
recipient with the value of the precious volume. 
The horse seemed to know that a good work 
was in progress, for I could leave him by the 
roadside, or in the open field, and he would 
patiently await my return. Days and weeks 
were thus pleasantly spent, till the scattered 
houses were all visited, and two hundred and 
seventy destitute families and individuals were 
supplied with the Bible. One day when weary, 
I ordered dinner at a hotel in Harlem. I found 
on the table a bottle of brandy, which was al- 
lowed to remain untouched, as the best way 
to promote temperance. No hotel proprietor 
would expose a bottle of brandy in that way 
now unless it was ordered and paid for. 

From that day to this I have watched the 
changes in that ward. The Central Park now 
occupies a portion of the territory, and from 
the Jower part have been taken four new wards, 
the residents of which contribute a large pro- 
portion of the money received by benevolent 
organizations. Within that territory are located. 
the Lenox Library, several hospitals, and many 
other institutions calculated to enlighten and ~ 
bless the people. ( 

There were then forty-eight officers and man- 


é 
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agers of the Young Men’s Bible Society, eight 
of whom survive, viz., Wm. A. Booth, chairman 
of the Twelfth Ward Committee, Norman White, 
F.S. Winston, Charles A: Bulkley, John Wiley, 
Joseph H. Colton, James M. Halsted, and G. A. 
Rollins. Among the forty who have passed 
away are John Slosson, David Hoadley, Geo. 
D. Phelps, Alfred Edwards, and Wm. E. Dodge. 
—L. PF. Hubbard, in the New York Observer. 
+o —________ 


A PSALM IN PRISON, 
_ BY THE REY. J. DE LIEFDE, UTRECHT. 


At is told of the apostle Paul and his companion 
Silas, that being imprisoned in Philippi, ‘ they 
prayed and sang praises unto God, and that the 
prisoners heard them.” We do not know what 
the effect of this wonderful token of their faith in 
a living and almighty Saviour upon the prisoners 
was, except that their iron ‘‘ bands were loosed;” 
but whether the bands of darkness and sin, with 
which their hearts were tied to this perishable 
world also were loosed we are not informed. 
Many a song of praise, however, since then has 
been sung by many a child of God in a prison, and 
sometimes the report has reached us that thus the 
jail became the birthplace of truly free life for some 
poor captive, who happened to witness the un- 
speakable peace which Christ imparts to those who 
serve Him, whether in a paradise or in a dungeon. 

Sometimes, however, a child of God may get into 
prison through his own fault or imprudence, and 
it is right that, in that case, he should with humil- 
ity submit to the penalty. Yet even in that state 
of humiliation he should not forbear praising 
God, for the commandment of the gospel is not 
“ Rejoice in the Lord” sometimes but always. At 


- least thus it was understood by a house-painter, a 


believing Christian, who on the 21st of April, 1861, 
found himself in the prison of one of the Dutch 
towns. 

Looking at your almanac or diary of that year 
you will notice that the 21st of April was a Sabbath, 
and you will perceive that the prison was not ex- 
actly the place our good painter would have pre- 
ferred to spend his Divine Master’s day in. Nor 
was this a place he was acquainted with, for it 
was the first time in his life he had put his foot 
over the threshold of a jail. One does not know, 


~ “te-powever, into what unexpected predicaments even 


a good man may come, as in this case, from a habit 
of forgetfulness, which often characterises cheerful 
people, and causes them more trouble than is de- 
sirable for their comfort. 

Our good painter was, by the honourable magis- 
trate of the town, appointed as a member of the 
fire brigade, and accordingly summoned to make 
his appearance at the town hall on the 1st of April, 
in order to be registered. He received that sum- 
mons on the 1st of March, but unfortunately his 
memory was so unfaithful as to forget all about it 
during the course of the month, and when the 2d 
of April broke, he received the intelligence that in 
consequence of his not having appeared he was 
fined five shillings, or one day’s imprisonment on 
the 21st inst. e turned to and fro the letter, 
which, in the name of his majesty the king brought 
him that information, when at his breakfast; and 
looking at his good wife and numerous family, 
resolved to choose the prison in order to keep the 
five shillings, which formed nearly the moiety of 
his weekly income, in his pocket. : 

Thus on Saturday evening, the 20th of April, 
after having finished his day’s work, he took leave 
of his wife and children, and soon found himself 
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at the door of the jail. He could not refrain from 
shiveting a little when the massive black-painted, 
iron-lined gate turned on its hinges, and with a 
heavy crash shut behind him. The jailor, on learn- 
ing what his business was, put down his name in 
a register, and after having led him up a flight of 
stairs, showed him to a room where twelve or more 
men were locked in for the same reason that brought 
him amongst them. They received him with cheers, 
though he was a perfect stranger to them. But he 
came as a fellow-prisoner to share their discomfort; 
and that was a sufficient introduction to guarantee 
him a cordial reception. 

He took his seat on one of the wooden benches 
that lined the walls, and took a sight of the place 
and its present inhabitants. It was a simple room, 
the only furniture of which consisted of a dozen 
wooden benches and a rough oak table. In the 
farthermost corner he saw an open door which 
formed the entrance into a back room, where about 
twenty wooden couches covered with mattresses, 
invited the weary to their rest. Three or four 
prisoners had already yielded to that invitation, 
and seemed not to allow themselves to be disturbed 
by the noisy talk of their companions in the front 
parlor. The latter tried to make their present abode 
as merry as possible. Some were playing at cards, 
which they however, hurried into their pockets 
whenever the jailor entered to bring in a new 
companion. They were all of them merry, and 
knew neither sorrow nor care. Their talk was 
frivolous and ungodly; sometimes some of them 
would hum a vulgar, immoral song, and certainly 
would have been accompanied by the whole assem- 
bly, had loud singing not been strictly forbidden 
by the jailor. 

Our painter felt anything but at his ease amongst 
these men, who evidently served another master 
than his. To spend the Lord’s day in their com- 
pany was asad prospect to himindeed. He thought 
of his wife and children, and pictured to himself 
his happy, comfortable home, and transplaced him- 
self in his imagination into his dwelling-room, such 
as it used to look on Sabbath, when he was sitting 
by his wife’s side, in the midst of his family, speak- 
ing to them from the open Bible, or singing a hymn 
with them to the praise of their Saviour. Sucha 
happy scene his dwelling-room was not to exhibit 
to-morrow. He fancied his poor wife sitting sad 
and lonely, and widow-like, among the children. 
He fancied the countenances of the little ones all 
dim and melancholy, as if they had buried their 
father. He now repented his resolution of prefer- 
ring the prison to the fine. He wished he had paid 
the five shillings, and he wished he might pay them 
yet. But this was impossible now. He was in the 
prison, and a prisoner he must be. 

What then was he to do? He found himself in 
the midst of the evil, and he thought he must try 
to make the best of it. At this moment, in his 
reflection, a text occurred to him. ‘‘ Be not over- 
come of evil, but overcome evil with good.” ‘A 
difficult task,” he said to himself; ‘‘l am alone, 
and they are twelve now.” He lifted up his soul 
to his God. ‘Remember, Lord,” he prayed, 
“that I am alone and that they are many; but 
remember also that they are blind and lost, and 
perhaps Thou wilt pluck some of them out of the 
mouth of the lion. Help me, O Lord, and grant 
me to witness for Thee !” 

He took his little Bible out of his pocket, and 
drawing his bench towards the window, better to 
catch the last rays of the setting sun, he was sud- 
denly addressed by one of the company, who, 
roughly slapping him on his shoulder, said— 
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‘‘Hfallo! what have you got there ?” j 

“You gee it is a book,” answered the padnter. 
“Tf you have no objections, I will read a few pages 
to you.” 

“ Ave there nice stories in it?” 

‘«Plenty of stories, and very nice, too.” 

“Well, let us hear,” rejoined the prisoner. “ Hush! 
ye men!” he cried to the others, ‘‘ Listen, this fel- 
low will read a story.” 

The noisy company soon was silenced, and all 
the prisoners drew near round the painter, who 
opened his Bible at the fifteenth chapter of Luke, 
and began reading the parable of the Prodigal Son. 
To his joyful surprise they allowed him to read it 
undisturbed. He had to hurry through it, how- 
ever, for he scarcely had finished the last verse 
when the sun set and the night spread its dark 
shades through the room. 

“T know that story very well,” said a voice. “It 
is from the Bible.” : 

‘‘T never heard it before,” said another. 
a fine story.” 

‘‘Have you never read the Bible?” asked the 
painter. 

“¢No, we don’t,” replied the last speaker. 

‘Ah, you are a Catholic,” said some voices. 
“‘Your priests forbid you to read the Bible, don’t 
they?” 

The painter, perceiving that the conversation 
was about to turn into a dispute about Protestants 
and Catholics, at once raised his voice and said— 

“But your ministers do not forbid you to read 
that book. Well, then, permit me to ask you, 
have you read it?” 

The company was silent. 
At length a voice said— 

‘“Yes, I read a little of it when a boy, but I 
have forgotten all about it.” 

“*T have no time to read books,” said another. 

“*T cannot read at all,” said a third one. 

“Well, then, if you have no objection, we will 
read it to-morrow,” said the painter. 

““Very well,” cried the prisoners. 
us to shorten the day.” 

They thereupon went to the back room, and 
throwing themselves upon the couches soon were 
asleep. 

The next morning the jailor brought them their 
breakfast, which consisted of plain rye bread and 
cold water. They put together, however, some 
pence, and soon some butter and hot coffee were 
brought in. Every one took his slices of bread 
and his cup, and they were about to commence 
eating, when the painter arose and said— 

‘‘Permit me, dear friends, to say a few words. 
We all of us have slept soundly. God has gra- 
ciously protected us during the night. Meat and 
drink are prepared for us. It is His gift. Now 
ought we not to thank him for all these mercies 
and show him our gratitude? If you have no 
objection, let us thank God and seek his bless- 
ing. 

The company took off their hats and caps, and 
our friend offered a short and simple, but very cor- 
dial prayer to the Giver of every good. 

“You might be our minister to-day,” said one of 
the prisoners with a smile. ‘‘ You pray just like 
@ parson,” 

‘“Yes, be our minister!” cried some. 
have a bit of a church after breakfast.” 

There were some who laughed at this proposal, 
and said they would rather take to their cards and 
dice. The majority, however, requested the paint- 
er to read to them from the Bible. 

The breakfast being finished, five of the men 
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There was a pause. 


It will help 


“Let us 
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went to a remote corner of the room, and began 
playing. F 

The rest assembled round the painter, who now 
read the first eleven verses of the fifth chapter of 
the Epistle to the Romans. Then laying the Bible 
on the table he engaged in prayer. The card-play- 
ing company seemed not to notice this act of devo- 
tion, for the supplicating voice of the painter was 
interrupted by the shouts of the playing party. 
Yet -he prayed for them that their eyes might be 
opened for their sins and the sins they were com- 
mitting just now, and that they might turn to an 
all-merciful Saviour, now that it was the day of 
grace still. x : 

‘Dye hear that?” said one of the playing ones. 
“Fe prays for us.” : ‘ 
“‘ Ay, that’s better at any rate than cursing us, 

rejoined another. ; 

‘¢ And now, dear friends,” said the painter, “let 
us praise God by singing a psalm, the sixty-fifth 
Psalm, the first two verses.” , & 

‘“‘Did you ever hear the like,” said owe of the 
playing company. ‘‘They are about to sing a 
psalm.” ¥ 

No sooner had he said this than the painter raised 
the tune. mie 

“It is the sixty-fifth,” said some of the playing 
ones. ‘‘Come let us join them.” 

Down they threw their cards, and taking their 
caps from their heads proceeded to the singing 
party. Loud and cheerful was the tune that now 
rose heavenward. The sixty-fifth Psalm! What 
Protestant Dutchman does not know the tune of 
the sixty-fifth? 

While our prisoners thus were praising God with 
their voices, and some as we trust, also with their 
hearts, the door was opened, and in stepped the 
jailor, with a frown on his face. But seeing the 
whole band standing in a devout attitude, singing 
their psalm, he kept standing in the doorway, and 
taking off his hat, joined them with all his might. 
The psalm being finished, he shut the door behind 
himself, and fastened his bunch of keys to his side, 
took a bench and seated himself among the audi- 
ence of the painter. The latter now spoke a good 
word from the fifth of Romans, which he put in 
connection with the chapter read the night before. 
He showed his hearers that ‘‘we, ali of us by 
nature are lost, prodigal sons, dead in our tres- 
passes and sins.” He further pointed at the great 
love which God has shown towards us in that, 
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for the un- 
godly. He then invited all who now were hearing 
him to come to that Christ through faith, in order 
to be cleansed from their sins by his blood, quick- 
ened by his Spirit, and guided by his Word. “ We 
are in a prison now,” he said, ‘‘ but this is only a 
temporary one, We shall soon come out of it. 
But there is another prison which is everlasting, 
where there is utter darkness and endless weeping. 
Come to Jesus. He only can save you’ from that 
fearful place. Come to him for he will save you. 
Confess your sins to him; give your hearts to him; 
take him as your redeemer and master, and you 
will find that there is no happiness like that of a 
man saved by grace, and rejoicing in the love of 
such an adorable God and Saviour.” 

Thus spoke the painter in the prison. It was 
evident that his word left a deep impression on 
most of his hearers. At least the cards were not 
seen any more that day. After dinner, a few of 


the company again requested him to read a portion | 


from the Bible to them, and to solve some ques- 
tions about religion which they could not make 
out. He had just finished his conversation with 


1883.] ; 


BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD. 


59 


a rr eg te ee Re 


them, and was about to take a little rest, as he had 
to spend six hours in this place still, when the jailor 
stepped in and whispered in his ear: 

‘*{ have spoken to the officer about you. You 
may go now. But please give me a call some time 
soon. 

How gladly were his wife and children surprised, 
when, at broad daylight, he entered his dwelling- 
room. They had not been expecting him till dusk. 

‘‘Surely we have prayed you out,” said his wife. 

“Ah, well,” answered he, with a smile, ‘You 
might pray me in again for next Sabbath, if I could 
spend another such Lord’s day in the jail.” * * * 

One day in November, 1861, the painter was 
standing before the window of an artist’s shop, 
looking at pictures. 

Somebody tapped him on the shoulder. 

“Ah, William!” said the painter. ‘‘Is it you? 
How are you getting on? You are in service with 
Mr. S——now, aren’t you?” 

‘Yes, since August.” 

“That must be a large concern? 
people are there at work?” 

‘‘ We are thirty-six at present.’’ 

** Are there any who know the Lord ?” 

“*T am afraid not, except one, who was conyerted 
recently.” 

“ Indeed!” 

‘“Yes, and a very striking case it is. He was 
brought to a knowledge of his sins and of the 
Lord’s mercy in jail.” 

““ You don’t say so.” 

*“Yes, I do. He was imprisoned for a day be- 
cause he could not pay the fine of the fire brigade. 
It was on Sabbath There was another prisoner 
brought in for the same reason. This must have 
been a child of God, for he preached to his fellow- 
prisoners, and God has blessed his word to that 
man’s heart, that he has abandoned the way of the 
world,*and is rejoicing in Christ now.” 

“ Very remarkable, indeed.” 

After a few more words they parted, the painter 
going his way humming apsalm. And the psalm 
he hummed was the sixty-fifth: 

“De lofzang klimm’ uit Zion’s zalen,” etc.—The 
Sunday at Home. 

—_—_——— eo __—_—_ 
THE AGED CHRISTIAN’S BIBLE. 


, BY MRS. ANNIE A. PRESTON. 


~vEHe beauty, strength, power, and all-sufficiency 
of God’s word grows upon me continually, as I 
believe it does upon all who love it and rely upon 
it,’ said an earnest, consecrated young minister of 
Christ, who is spending his vacation in our village, 
as he dropped into our last Sunday evening prayer- 
meeting. 

‘« A tew days since I was called upon to bury an 
aged member of my flock. He was over ninety 
years old, had been a Christian from his youth, 
and a student of the Bible for many years. During 
the months that he was confined to his bed, linger- 
ing as it were upon the border-land between this 
life and the next, it was my privilege to see him 
and talk with him almost daily. ; 

‘“On the small table at the head of his bed, 
within reach of the withered, trembling hand, lay 
always a small worn Bible. When taken up this 
little book would faithfully open of itself to this 
passage in the twenty-third Psalm, ‘ Yea, though 
I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod 
and thy staff they comfort me. The opening 


How many 


leaves and thin, thumbed paper told their own 
story of reliance by the aged pilgrim when the 


gate at the end of his earthly journey should be 
thrown back. 

‘“One morning last week the summons came to 
me that Father A——was dying, and hurrying 
along the village street through the warm spring 
sunshine, I reached his bedside just as he had 
breathed his last. 

‘““Going forward to look upon his venerable face 
grown majestic in death, { mechanically took up 
the little Bible and laid it upon the shrunken chest 
from which the breath of life had just departed. 
Immediately the leaves dropped apart as they had 
so often done at the bidding of the aged Christian, 
and his daughter who stood by bent tenderly and 
read distinctly, that all in the room might hear, 
the words that had established peace and comfort 
in the now still heart. It was as if his voice, 
grown strong and assured, came back to us, with 
the power of faith fulfilled, from the portal through 
which his soul had passed. 

“©V¥ea, though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art 
with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.’ ” 
—American Messenger. 

—_—_—————_e$ 9 


HER FATHER’S BIBLE. 


A father died after a long illness, a clergyman, 
leaving several children, all quite young; but on 
his death-bed putting into the hand of his little 
girl, Mary, his Bidle. It was well used, and had 
been his companion in many a weary hour. 

After a few years, Mary, then about fifteen, fell 
ill of the same lingering disease her papa had gone 
through. She was very reserved, never saying one 
word of all that was in her little mind to strangers ; 
and one day a friend who lived near was asked by 
Mary’s widowed mother to go and see her little 
girl, who would have to lie a long time on her 
bed of suffering, for abscesses were forming on 
her body, and spinal disease would prevent her 
moving. 

But when this friend went, poor little Mary was 
so nervous and reserved, it was a long while before 
she could tell whether she liked her going at all. 
But God gave a key which unlocked Mary’s heart. 
Her friend saw a Bible under. Mary’s pillow, or 
lying near, and asked might she look at it; and 
she found that in many, many places the verses 
had pencil-marks neatly drawn under many lines ; 
and with a bright face Mary told how that was her 
papa’s Bible, how he used to carry it when he went 
to visit his parishioners, and how fis hand had 
marked the lines. 

No more reserve now between Mary and her 
friend. Her father’s Bible had caused her to speak 
of Jesus, and many, many happy seasons have 
been spent with the word of God. Mary lies on 
her little bed very near home now. She can speak 
with joy of soon being with Jesus and her dear 
father above. 

Will some kind ones who visit the sick try 
whether, by God’s blessing, the Bible will not prove 
a key to some heart they fancy locked? A few 
verses gently read, with a silent prayer for teach- 
ing, and who can tell what closed door they may 
not unfasten ?—Gleanings for the Young. 


2p 


A sBiiInp man of Manduel, in France, once said 
to the colporteur, speaking of his conversion 
through the word of God, which had been brought 
to his house, ‘‘When I had the use of my eyes, I 
could only see a few paces before me, but now I 
can see right into heaven opened to nie.” 
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Bible Society Retard, 


NEW YORK, APRIL 19, 1883. 


BIBLE HOUSE, ASTOR PLACE. 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 

The stated meeting of the Board of Mana- 
gers was held at the Bible House, on Thursday, 
April 5th, President S. Wells Williams, LL.D., 
in the chair. 

Secretary Gilman conducted the religious 
exercises. 

The President made a brief address, express- 
ing his pleasure in being able to meet with the 
Board again after an absence of several months. 

The Hon. John W. Foster, one of the Vice 
Presidents of the Society, recently appointed 
Minister of the United States to the Court of 
Spain, was present, and made most interesting 
statements concerning what he had seen of the 
work of the American Bible Society in Mexico 
and Russia during his residence in those coun- 
tries as the representative of the United States. 

Mr. William E. Dodge was elected a Manager 
of the Society, to fill the vacancy occasioned 
by the death of his father, the late William E. 
Dodge. 

It was stated that two hundred and sixty-six 
colporteurs are now prosecuting the Fourth 
General Supply. 

Reports were presented from most of the 
foreign agencies, giving in detail the work of 
the past year in printing and distributing the 
Scriptures, and in China, particularly, the re- 
turns showed a very large increase over all 
previous years. 

Grants of books were made for benevolent 
distribution in this and in other lands, the aggre- 
gate value of which was about $26,000, 

To the foreign agencies of the Society in 
China, Japan, Brazil, Uruguay, and Persia, ap- 
propriations of funds for the coming year were 
made to the amount of $66,670, and to the Cey- 
lon Mission of the American Board, the Lodiane 
Mission of the Presbyterian Board, and Evan- 
gelization Committee of the Waldensian Church, 
funds to the amount of $2,411. 

Three Bible societies in Nebraska, and one 
in Kansas, were recognized as auxiliary, 

The total receipts for March were $75,51I of. 
The number of copies of Scripture issued dur 
ing March was 129,137. 


Societies Recognized as Auxiliary, 
| April, 1883. 
With Names and Post Office Addresses of Corresponding Secretaries. 
Cowley County B. S., Ks., W. C. Root, Winfield. 
North Bend B. §., Neb., L. B. Putnam, North Bend. 
Lincoln Co. B.§., Neb., J. F. Nesbitt, North Platte. 
Ashland and Vic. B.S., Neb., Rodney Dexter, Ashland. 
————_ +> o____—_—_- 


Deceased Members. 
Frederick H. Wolcott, Vice President, Astoria, N. Y 
Hon. Charles C. Trowbridge, Vice President, Detroit, Mich. 
Rey. Alfred H. Partridge, D.D., Brooklyn, E. D., N. Y. 
Rey. Edward D. Smith, D.D., New York. 
Rev. Edwin T. Green, Rochester, N. Y. 
Rev. Alfred Eddy, D.D., Niles, Mich. 
Rey. George F. Kettell, D.D., Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Rey. Samuel Beach Jones, D.D., Bridgeton, N. J. 
Hon. Lucius Q. C. Elmer, Bridgeton, N. J. 
Stiles M. Middlebrook, Bridgeport, Ct. 
Peter A. Voorhees, Franklin Park, N. J. 
Rev. Theodore Hill, West Waterville, Me. 
Rey. William M. Burchard, Montville, Ct. 
Rey. William Peck, Oswego Falls, N. Y. 
Mrs. David Lytle, Cambridge, N. Y. 
Louis M. Wentworth, Sandy Hill, N. Y. 
Charles Carow, New York. 
Mrs. J. W. Ford, Parsippany, N. J. 
Rev. E. Ellison, D.D., Scio, Ohio. 
Stephen A. Tower, Montclair, N. J. 
Dr. H. S. Chubbuck, Elmira, N.Y. 
Mrs. Jane B. Hasbrouck, Stone Ridge, N. Y. 
Rey. George Allen, Worcester, Mass. 
William Logan, West Galway, N. Y. 
B. W. Raymond, Chicago, Il. 
Rey. David M‘Nair, New Orleans, La. 
Lemuel Clark, Rock Creek, Ohio. 
Mrs. Walter P. Long, Richmond Hill, L. I., N. Y. 
Rey. John Chase, Colchester, Vt. 
Mrs. Caroline W. P. Hopkins, Skowhegan, Me. 
Rev. J. P. Dailey, Tottenyille, N. Y. 
Rev. E. R. Bower, D.D., Lincoln University, Pa. 
+ #—_____ 


Summary of District Superintendents’ Reports, 
For the month of February, 1883. 


Number of District Superintendents reporting......... ; is 
Auxiliaries, Branches, etc., visited......... nsiiwis . 113 
Anniversaries attended............ccceseeeess ni 43 
New Societies and Committees formed................. 2 
Sermons and Addresses delivered for the Bible cause 144 
Letberd SORE, 6... innaesniesnkounncetneeee es Naan asennad . 1,986 
Miles travelled on official duty. .............cccceccccees 16,528 


Donations and subscriptions secured for the Bible cause $1,894 13 


Summary of Bible Distribution in February by One 
Hundred and fifty-seven Colporteurs and thirty-four 


County Agents reporting, 
Colpor’s. Co. Ag’ts. 


Days of service...... fue 2,903 658 
Miles travelled.........cceees 29,786 5,883 
Families visited by them 38,144 = 18,271 
Families found without a copyof the Scriptures 5,455 1,384 
Families supplied by sale or gift............... * 4,278 798 
Destitute individuals supplied in addition... 2,577 550 
Number of DOOKS SOld.........cccccccccsces Races 16,965 1,453 
Value of books sold., $6,298 02 $743 04 
Number of books distributed gratuitously. es 4,549 965 
Value of books distributed gratuitously..... - $892 28 $190 58 


Contributions received $580 20 $1,392 03 


Summary of One Hundred and fifty-three Annual Reports 


of Auxiliary Societies. 
Received in March, 1883, 


Receipts from sales in twelve months.............e.00. SLT, 248 82 
Receipts from collections and donations............... 18,466 61 
Paid American Bible Society on book account... sates 17,775 82 
Paid American Bible Society on donation account... 3,088 40 
Expended on their own fields............cccceeeesessees 12,752 04 
Value of books donated .......... Shieh aqatevek «. 8,027 45 
Value of stock on hand at date........cceccccecccccnces 26,561 91 
No. of these Auxiliaries reporting general operations 29 
Collecting and distributing Agents employed......... 37 
Fainilies visited by. them: G0i. canevesncs caneccectes 124,668 
Families found destitate, cv... ici. cccccsccctuenccccsteee 19,947 
Destitute families supplied...........cccccccscessecvecce 14,852 


Destitute individuals supplied in addition............. 2,995 
Sabbath and other schools supplied.......cccecceseccecee 387 
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RECEIPTS IN MAROH, 1883, 
FOR GENERAL PURPOSES. 


A Friend, Baltimore, Md....22. 000 <.oec.ccccens $100 00 
A Lady, Jefferson City, Mo.......... 5 00 
Berryhill, Mrs. E., Martinsburg, Ohio......... 2 00 
Ball, Georgie L., Danbury, Ct.... 1 00 
Bashiws Dob. Paris MOncc cot ttte nce 1 00 
Bedell, Rt. Rey. Bishop & Wife, Cleveland, O. 10 00 
Clifton Springs Sanitarium Co., N. ¥ 18 00 
Cash, Plattsburgh, N. Y............... 2 00 
Collection at Buffalo Springs, Col 1 60 
Collections through Rey. W. H.Vernor, D.§., 

TIC tole sep iaisiaeleic viele Seelae daewnceaereecaduccs 387 50 
Collections through Rev. E. Wright, D.S., Mo. 450 
Collections by Colporteurs.............ececeeee 530 20 
Davis, G. A., Castile, N. Y............ 80 00 
Easterly, Edward O., Rockford, Il.... 1 00 
Grave, A.S., Cartersburg, Ind..... eo 5 00 
Hulburd, Hiram, Chicago, Ill........ 5 00 
Murray, George, Leadville, Col.. 30 00 
Morgan, E.S., Winona, Minn.... 2 00 
Rutan, M., Greenville, Mich.............. 100 00 
Stuart, Robert L., deceased, New York. 2,000 00 
Shaw, Margaret, Peabody, Ks........... 60 00 
Stauffer, C. M., Berne, Ind......... 5 00 
Thomas, Mary E., Stevensville, Pa... 1 00 
Taylor, Robert, Lexington, Mo................. 30 00 


United Presbyterian Board of Publication, 
Pittsburgh, Pa., “to aid in publication of 


the Arabic Bible in large type ”.............. 
Van Wyck, Mrs. James, Fishkill, N. Y 
Welles, H. H., Kingston, Pa...-.......... 
Winslow, John F.. rep aeLe No Ys ‘ 
Welch, A., Winona, MINN os. cssnessen dese s sae 
Jacob Harman Fund........ Nomen eanepnsteos «-- 200 00 
LEGACIES. 
Bloss, Almira S., late of Washington, Ct...... 200 00 
Corwin, Moses H., late of Orange Co., N. Y... 5 00 
Cotton, Gideon C., late of Franklin Co.,N.Y. 300 00 
Smith, Annis H., late of Brimfield, Mass...... 90 54 
Spencer, Catharine L., late of New York...... 5,000 00 
CHURCH COLLECTIONS. 
ALABAMA. 
Brewton, Meth. Ep. Ch., South..........-..++-+ 415 
Tuskegee, Baptist Ch.............- paomeaee pvarwe 8 25 
ARKANSAS, 
BOYEUEVITE, PROB. CH, ccccvee covctevccveveses 6 410 
COLORADO, 
5 00 
Kage 
; CONNECTICUT, 
Copper Hill, Meth. Ep. Ch...........s0sseeeee ye 5 00 
Easton, Meth. Ep. Ch......... . 400 
MEPIGEN. DEC, TOD Clic esise.esceeence vecceses 34 00 
SV AAUG ADE Cey Se OUT oO Uns o:c wis.c'es 010.4 0:4\vinie-e,e.s'¢'esiaa\e'e 10 00 
Norwich, East Main Street Meth. Ep. Ch...... 16 00 
New Canaan, Cong. Ch. and Society........... 28 30 
FLORIDA. 
Baldwin, Collection at........cveccsssscsssevvce 1 05 
De Land, Baptist Ch...... 3 16 
Hawthorne, Baptist Ch... 8 10 
Lake Eustis, Pres. Ch..........++ Bekic 6 2% 
Lawtey, Meth. Ep. Ch .......-..+5+- +e 5 85 
South Sanford, Meth. Ep. Ch.......-+.seeeeeeee 3°73 
IOWA. 
Le Claire, United Pres. Cong....... eesras ae 10 00 
KANSAS. 
Belleville, Meth. Ep. Ch..........eeseeeeeeeereee 115 
Fort Harker, First Pres. Ch........seeereeeeeee 1 40 
Geneva, First Pres. Che... ...ceeeeeereeerereeeee 1 40 
Kansas Conference, Meth. Ep. Ch...........+++ 61 54 
Northwest Kansas Conference, Meth. Ep. Chk. 14 832 
South Kansas Conference, Meth. Ep. Ch...... 41 32 
Southwest Kansas Conference, Meth. Ep, Ch. 18 55 
nea HTill, First Pres. Che.csseeecesseeeeneeee 12 
MICHIGAN, 
16 06 


_ Holland, First Ch, and Cong....+++++rssereeses 


$5,412 80 


5,595 54 


MISSOURI. 

Jefferson City, Union Bible meeting, Meth. Ep. 

GH. BOWMUn Ree ameancdeeet nis ate aweicins Mos saee seis 

Nebraska Conference, Meth. Ep. Ch........... 

North Nebraska Conference, Meth. Ep. Ch... 

St. Louis German Meth. Ep. Conference...... 

St, Louis, St. John’s German Evang. Ch....... 
NEBRASKA, 

Fatis City, Meth. Ep. Ch.......00.scscceees ensiee 


NEW JERSEY. 
Bayonne, First Reformed Ch...........seeeeee 


NEW YORE. 
Angelica, Meth. Ep. Ch.,........... Nicende ves 
Bergen, First Cong. Ch.......... ' 
Bronxville, Reformed Ch.......2....ccccecseses 
Brooklyn, Forty-fourth Street Meth. Ep. Ch.. 
Buffalo, Lafayette Street Pres. Ch... . 
Durhamville, Meth. Ep. Ch........ 
Ellenburgh, Meth. Ep. Ch....... 
Fredonia, Meth. Ep. Ch.......... vig) 
Hannibal Centre, Meth. Ep. Ch................ 
Knoxboro, M. E. Ch. Northern N.Y. Conf’ce.. 
New York, Pres. Church of the Puritans...... 
Oxford) Oongw. ON: Braves sce cece feigitietsiaieteiejstevelsiers 
Pleasant Valley, Pres. Ch..... 
Waterford, First Pres. Ch... ators 
West Danby, Meth. Ep. Ch.............-eseeees 
Youngstown and Porter Centre, M.E. Churches 

NORTH CAROLINA. 

LOUMPCL FLL, EPOSL Clivwccescsesecsessccescececs a 
Montpelier, Pres. Ch.........0006 ae 
Smyrna, Pres. Ch......++ fi oisielsiaja neu 5oo PEpdSoneD s 


Alliance, First Pres. Ch....... elalalejelaleicmsrevejnei mete 
Central German Conference, Meth. Ep. Ch.. 
Cincinnati, Meth. Ep. Church Conferences, 


through Walden and Stowe.........-...-s+08 
Cincinnati Conference, Meth. Ep. Ch. P 
Cuyahoga Falls, Cong. Ch.......eeeeceeeeeeeees 
North Indiana Conference, Meth. Ep. Ch..... 
PENNSYLVANIA, 
Wyalusing and Herrick, Church at........ nea 
VERMONT. 
Middlebury, Meth. Ep. Ch........... ie bndmeeaee 
VIRGINIA. 
Herndon, Meth. Ep. Ch.......seee eee eeeeeeeere . 
GERMANY. 
Meth. Ep. Ch. Mission.........-+.+++ etscare 
SWEDEN. 
Meth. Ep. Ch. Mission.........sssessesseees oe 


3 10 


11 80 


"0 80 
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1,051 24 


AVAILS OF SALES BY THOSE TO WHOM BOOKS HAVE 


BEEN GIVEN. 


Rey. T. S. Christian, Thomasville, Ga......... 
Rey. A. Clark, Jessup, Ga.......s.eeeee sie 


Rey. S. C. Damon, Honolulu, 8. I.... 
Rev. J. B. Forster, Boston, Ga........ 
§. M. Gaines, Crawford Mills, Miss... ‘ 
L. P. Haddon, Tampa, Fla.......ssscsecssoseves 
Isabella Howell, Whitman, Texas....... : 
Rev. E. B. Hardie, Whitesboro, Texas... 
T. P. Kelly, Sanford, Fla...........s+00+: . 
Rey. H. Linebrook, Muskegon, Mich...... neue 
Rey. J. L. Lyons, D.S., Fla..... Pug OLA CLEK) 
Rey.S. M. Luckett, Palestine, Texas.. 3 
Rev. W. H. Niles, Jacksboro, Texas... 
T. J. Phillips, eee Bia. cctisesse 
Dr. A. E. Philips, Sanford, Fla.... 
Rey. F. P. Ramsay, Laredo, Texas 
Rev. W. B. Rankin, D.§., Texas... 
Rey. William Speer, New York... 
Rev. C. P. Stark, Indian Territory............. 
Mrs. C. L. A. Tank, Fort Howard, Wis........ 
Rev. H. C. Thomson, Mexico............ isaeaee 
Rey. George Whitfort, Austin, Texas......... 
Am. Bapt. Missionary Union, Swedish Mission 
Am. Sunday School Union, Philadelphia, Pa.. 
Kansas Central Agency, KS,........05605 Seri) 
Meth. Ep. Church Mission in Germany........ 
Meth. Ep. Church Mission in Sweden......... 
Presbyterian Board’s Mission in Siam........ 


10 00 
10 00 
14 72 
150 00 
10 00 
4 00 

8 57 

5 00 
1% 
18 50 
8 25 
8 20 

9 89 

5 00 
10 00 
15 68 
6 52 
20 00 
10 00 
3 00 
10 00 
"3 10 
20 50 
330 77 
716 85 
839 25 
1,797 67 
885 80 
88 63 


3,987 65 
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Credited Credited 
AUXILIARY SOCIETIES. as Donation. pemere 
Credited Credited Delaware County, Iowa............-+ 3 a 
as Dona son: on Account. Dunlap and Vicinity, lowa. Pe es 
Aipany County, Ns © sccessensuecesieele $100 00 $22 98 Dane County, Wis......-.....+-- Z 
eet Welsh, Kiso. sue cuspienioepcye 50 00 De Witt County, Texas...........--+. * ss 
EAC IAIRGAs Grdceciseiaicies cejsctere cele sete wietsier’ i 54 78 Dearborn County, Ind...........-..++ pied 
Abbeville County, S. C..........ss00s 100 00 Dutchess County Female, N. Y...... Bee 
Agency City, LowWa.......0..-ccecccree 30 00 Eddyville, Lowa. ....2...0+-+eeeceeeeee pete 
Anderson County, Texas............- 31 90 Eureka Springs, ArK.........-..+-+++ ion 
Audubon County, Iowa...........+++ 21 50 Erie County, Ohio... ........0-----00% as 
Ackworth and Vicinity, lowa........ 10 00 Emmett County, lowa......-..--..-. 
Athens County, Ohi0.............0005 64 60 Elgin, Ql. ....2..0.sscdedsseuccssesss-0 150 = 
Ashtabula County, Ohio.............. 132 46 East Hampton, Ct.........ceesccsecees 30 age 
ANISUIN, TOXAS tesipccesisiieeelneessiscicibie« 165 16 Elkhart County, Ind.............s.0« ae 
Auglaize County, Ohio............... 154 31 Edgar County, Ill... .........ss-eeee poh 
Arapahoe County, Col...........eee++ 52 25 Effingham County, Il........--...--- Sn an 
Blaen y dyffryn Welsh, Wis.......... 10 74 6 26 i wee TOWR 2c eee . os tel 
Broome County, N.Y 42 80 First Welsh, Minn..........------+--- 
Boone Candee twas 7 63 6 60 Fulton and Hamilton County, Nres 30 00 re 
Brooklyn City, N. Y.. 80 00 10 00 Fish Creek ee lepers Wits 2S - - 
Boone County, Ill. . 50 00 - Fulton County, Ul. . oc... J. 2.0.20. s00 sd 
Belle Plaine, Towa.. mates 18 31 Fairbury, Ill............ 35 60 
Belmont County, Ones) Se hoe 4 40 00 Fannin County, Texas 8 00 
Bradley County, Tenn.............+«- 18 01 | Franklin cee a secsseeceeaonens - F 
PBOLOTE, AWS secniseyse olecicinla salsa ciete sarees 19 00 Franklin Female, Que ee eee eeeeees 
Bevier Welsh, MO..........0.2sseee0s 70 00 Fayette County, W. Wa.............-. 15 00 
Buffalo County, Neb...........ceseere 3 15 Gibson County, Ind... ...........-+-. 125 00 
Brazos County, Texas 29 10 Greene County, Ohio. ...... .-.....- 596 00 
Bremer County, Iowa 177 Granville Welsh, N. Y..............-. 26 90 
‘Battle Oreck MICH... co cniecder cence stale 68 93 Grinnell, [GW ...cas-cdveestaexeqsts 26 63 
Bureau County, Ill. ....5.6..6.cedseces 200 00 Greenfield and Vicinity, Ohio........ 57 29 
Bridgewater, Paris, Plainfield and Guernsey County, Ohio.........-....- 13 00 
Vicinity Welsh, N.-Yuiss.. centres 40 00 Gallatin County, Ky.............+.-.- 431 
Blue Springs Welsh, Neb............ ‘ 80 00 9 10 Geauga County, Ohio................ 20 00 
Bastrop County, Texas........ ..ss00 18 10 22 80 Grundy County, Lowa. ............... 10 30 
Barren Coumbysey...cstek cena deweee 50 00 16 35 Georgetown Female, D. C.>.......... a pa 
Barry County, Mich....... 9:27 Genoe, IN: Wovdecs~sacncesecnsaas encase 
Burnet County, Texas.... 45 00 aeiite AH ne cans anasacawauaeenaegy 325 00 
Bellevue Female, Ohio 10 00 Green County, Wis......,........ss00 108 78 
Bourbon County, Ky. .6n o<.-escesewe 101 00 Geneva, N. ¥ ..225...0,..- se enenee 25 00 
Bedford and Trimble County, Ky... 2 00 Gettysburg Female, Ohio............. 14 08 
Bardstown and Vicinity, Ky......... 17 37 Graves County, Ky.....c..csecscsccee 70 98 
Crawford County, Ill,..............6 W779 Franover, Tks. ik <..~ik es ORS 60 78 18 $5 
Cass County, Ind.. 87 60 Huron County Ohio. <<... .hatet. sees 510 00 54 61 
CABP COORG, Ell ss scincc sects once eget ae 45 00 Highland County, Ohio............... 3000 142 91 
Cameron and Vicinity, W.Va....... 30 98 Henry: County Til... ..0..<00scccanssne 65 00 
Cuming County, Neb..........sseeee0s 4 389 20 46 Harrison County, Ohio............... 50 65 
Chippewa Township, Ohio.. 80 00 20 57 Huntington and Vicinity, W. Va.... 46 90 
CODRECH OU. snc aves seven 158 20 Hempstead County, Ark.............. 9 20 
Cerro Gordo County, Iowa lolvie 20 20 REOHO) AP os coesns onaccksvacneeheneee 3 40 
Crawford County, Iowa.............. 8 20 Harlan Co. Bible Committee, Neb... 15 56 
Cincinnati Young Men’s, Ohio....... 150 00 Hennepin County, Minn.............. 282 88 
MC BUTOPRIB, sits ats wiciareeauiemeadssauiedinew 1,000 00 Houston County, Texas............... 65 18 
Cayuga County, N. Y......... * 58 28 Hocking County, Ohio......... 80 00 
, Carrollton, AS) As cine aeailan oe a 10 00 Henry County, Towa........... 114 41 
Clyde and Vicinity, Ohio..... 34 24 Hardin County, Iowa.......... 82 25 
Carroll County, Ohio....... 28 45 Peladtiam, | Cem Retsn<.c: cockeanuce +e 19 00 
Columbia, 8. C....... papa eae 88 98 PTarerstown, ING. 0ssccscctaseneunens 519 
ane Se Salih peetaees 4 Hudson Female, Ohio..............05 24:15 
BLO OUR YA ALON lniis ss eins Harrodsburg and Vicinity, Ky... ... 46 77 
Camden County, N.J........ 140 00 Henderson County, Ky............005 142 56 
Calloway County, Ky......... 12 90 Txonia WIS, WIS, cic ictececcececues 14 4 30 46 
Chloag'o; Glo i gia vec s cusses 550 64 Iron County, Mo... 10 00 40 00 
Camden County, Ga........ 4 45 Iowa Falls, lowa 85 00 
Columbia County, Fla.... 6 40 Towa County, Iowa i 40 00 
Caledonia Welsh, Wis.... 8000 80 57 Jefferson County, Fla.........c..cs es 1305 625 
Crawford County, Ohio... 60 00 805 87 Jackson County, W. Va 84 60 
Columbus City, Lowa..... 11 00 Johnson County, Ark..,... 85 00 
Coryell County, Texas., 5 00 Jackson County, Iowa........... 20 00 
Concrete, Texas........... 17 60 Jefferson County, Ohio el 92 61 
Champaign County, Ohio... . 51 18 Jones County, IoWa..........0ceeeeee 10 68 
Carey and Vicinity, Ohio............. 2 07 Jackson and Gallia Welsh, Ohio 800 00 =. 280 00 
Cabay iN. Kacerttencsceog ns tienk eet ce 10 80 say County, Eds. .cccsdecksdanncd 10 85 
Covington and Vicinity, Yt 108 99 Jackson County, Ohio......... : 140 00 
Carter County, Ky........ 6 2 85 Jefferson County, N. Y........ 100 00 
Cumberland County, Ky... : 19 90 Kankakee County, Ill... . 125 00 
Columbus and Colorado. County, Kent County, Del........ 100 00 
UOXKEB tie ccantecnas aaa taahk Wepees 82 89 Knox County, Dli....cccccs 50 00 
Denmark, Towa....... ake 83 389 17 20 Lake Emily Welsh, Wis..... 96 08 21 92 
Dodge County, Neb... see 24 84 49 48 Lexington, Ill...... a easonesiirs 50 00 
Semis sou KY. isietels - 10000 9598 La Salle County, Tll,....ccscses wees : 4100 482 87 
DAncS County; 5 Were 25 00 Lenox and Vicinity, Iowa............ 20 00 
Davis-Coun ty, Ke waiae 29 116 00 Licking County Welsh, Ohio... 61 55 237 
wane County yes teens 41 18 Lawrence County Welsh, Ohio.. 20 92 6 08 
Darbar Nsw hate 8 34 Lexington and Vicinity, Ky......... : 291 63 
sa as aoe Peete iias 4 8 70 Lawrence rhs beaten. he 95 00 
¥, Fla....... sleiginiate wale arerh x “i 25 Livingston, ‘Ala:..............05 apne 3 60 00 


1883.] 


Credited Credited 
as Donation. on Account. 
Lafayette, Ala is...ccs.: ess -cceevecde $45 00 
Lake County, Il $120 00 = 100 00 
Lincoln County, Neb........... li 64 
Laramie City, Wy................ 450 
Livingston County, Ill 40 00 
Lowndes County, Ga................. 33 91 
Logan County, Ill............ 2 00 15 19 
Livingston County, Mich.. a8 36 98 
Tamsin es MICH 06 1 osic is edvaue Sac 11 28 
Leelenaw County, Mich.......... 16 92 
Lampasas County, Texas.. 27 15 
Lee County, UW... ten. 50 00 
Lincoln Township, W. Va. 40 96 
Mills County, Iowa....... 4 04 44 11 
Mercer County, Il... 6 50 50 00 
Monroe County, N.Y.. 394 71 
‘Middlesex County, N. J 6 00 
Monroe County, Mich.... 23 75 
Marshall County, W. Va. 82 45 
Mower County, Minn..... 41 65 
Madison County, Fla... 25 65 
Marion County, Ill....... 8 55 
Mecosta County, Mich... 4 50 
Mitchell County, Iowa... 39 02 
Marion, Iowa............. 40 16 
Mt. Vernon, Iowa......... ao&s 80 83 
Montgomery County, Ill.............. 72 00 
Milwaukee Welsh, Wis............... 59 85 12 70 
Middle Granville Welsh, N. Y......... 28-00 20 56 
Massachusetts.........ssccccssee 100 00 3,900 00 
M‘Lean County, Il.. 4 00 
Marion County, Fla.... 47 50 
Madison County, Ind... 20 00 
Morgan County, Ohio................. 30 90 
fC el 719 48 
Marshall County, Iowa............... 71 02 
Marshall County, Ky................. 15 "5 
Maury County, Penn... 2... 2. eee. 67 58 
Northiield, Ohio;........<...--s0veseees 55 5 
New Hampshire: |. 220... cs ddseecces 500 00 
INGICORLWGlai AN. Yi ok b taaae «see's ojonte 40 00 
New Cambria Welsh, Mo............. 30 00 
Noble County, West, Ohio........... 14% 
New Hampton, Iowa................. 33 08 
New York Calvyinistic Methodist 
SUR IN ee oe cern im econo ole som gine 50 00 
Niagara County, N. Y........ 50 00 
North Fulton, Ill.............. 50 00 
New Castle and Vicinity, Ky... = 20 5 
Old Man’s Creek Welsh, Iowa....... 32 00 13 84 
Osage City & Peterton Welsh, Ks... 28 16 
Oshkosh Welsh, Wis.........s.ssse00 a 100 61 28 39. 
Orange County, Fla............. ae 11 30 6 60 
Opelika, Alas escct tees: 9 85 
Onondaga County, N. Y 489 48 
*. Oregon........- AA dP 3 3t- 629 65 
FdyOhio...... 60 00 9 30 
Ohio County, Ind..... 9 00 
Oakland County, Mich 12 86 
Ogle County, Ill......... 100 00 
Ontario County, N.Y... 82 75 
COBO, SP CKBS, crasion an cmiaietina soe rane 25 11 
Putnam County, I1l1.. 70 00 80 00 
Prairie Welsh, Wis 112 43 92 26 
[POMS VDVANIE 2. c00..0-c5 eae eaes eee 500 00 8,077 00 
Portage Prairie Welsh, Wis. ae 50 80 
Palmyra Welsh, Ohio,.......-.....+2. 40 00 15 00 
Piqua Female, Ohio...........--++++++ 860 00 100 00 
Putnam County Welsh, Ohio........ 11 82 4 68 
Porter County, Ind............. aed 4 50 
Proscairon Welsh, WiS......-...sss0+6 65 32 
Pottowatomie County, lowa......... 80 00 
Pleasants County, W. Va 18 93 
Parisville Welsh, Ohio... ... Ralens 12 15 10 85 
Putnam County, Ohio.............00 14 80 
Preston County, W. Va......0-..sce06 58 18 
Racine County, Wi8...............s006 80 00 
Remsen, Steuben & Vic. Welsh, N.Y.. 8 00 10 59 
Randolph Welsh, Wis............ Rare 18 1% 
Randolph County, Il..... Bs aaiaes attics 521 93 
Ramsey County, Minn..............++ 222.10 
Randleman Bible Committee, N. C.. 52 85 
Russell and Vicinity, lowa..... .... 10 00 
Riley County, Ks............. 286, 45 90 
- Rome and Vicinity Welsh, N. Y...... 100 00. 8 67 
Rush County, Ind....... RE ae | 60 51 


BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD. 
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Credited Credited 
as Donation. on Account, 
Rock Island County, Ill.............. $310 00 
Saline County, Anko arcaestacs canes 8 00 
Springwater Welsh, Wis...... 60 35 29 65 
Stratford Cong. Female, Ct wee 26 00 
BESOGIS! MO ccna ccuresaeecesete 121 80 - 250 00 
Salem Bible Association, N. C....... 42 50 82 95 
South Haven, Mich........... ‘ 89 00 
Scioto County, Ohio.. 58 25 
Saline County, Neb... 50 "74 
Story County, Iowa.. 63 00 
Springville, Ala....... tae 36 09 
Saline County, Ill.......... os 387 35 
Sacramento, Cal........ i 5 00 
Simpson County, Ky.... 42 85 
Shelby County, Iowa. 82 %6 
Salisbury, Ct........... 10 67 
Steuben County, Ind.... 40 00 
St. Louis County, Minn... 188 30 
St. Clair County, Mich..... 43 50 
Smith County, Texas... 31 49 
Seguin, Texas........... cK 30 00 
San Saba County, Texas..........,... 69 00 
Shelby County Female, Ind.......... 25 89 
Stark County, West, Ohio............ 50 00 
Seoth County Ll x. .ncciocls <retigiviecisiaiew’ 47 53 
Stark County TU. 5... com psisesn<acaasp 24 AT 
Sangamon County, IIl................ 131 42 
TUSCS10088;' AIG. oct sensssacssateoeas 7 50 
Taylor County, lowa..........s.e.ee 19 12 
Todd County, Ky. .:<ccs+ ene 58 33 
Tazewell County, Il......... ae 177 00 
Union:Connty; Nisa ck ccccecssceoats 104 81 
Upshur County, W. Va... siscccsccens 24 00 
Vanderburg County, Ind............. 450 00 188 00 
Van Buren County, Iowa............. 19 15 
Vermillion County, Ind.............. 81 00 
Welsh Prairies Lowas «.0%5.<s2 05 vehigar. 19 00 
Williamsburg Welsh, Iowa........... 37 00 18 91 
West Bangor Welsh, Pa&.......2....0» 83 18 26 87 
Williams County, Ohio.... .......... 87 47 
Wilcox County, Ala.......5...0cc..08 F 40 00 
Washington County, N.Y............ 38 36 
Wayne County, lowa.............ce0e 6 25 
Washington County, Neb....... a 9 65 
Winona County, Minn........... eee 48 81 
Wake County, N.C.........+.06. ma 23 63 
Westfield, Iowa................ Bae 21 72 
Will County, Ill.........80s000. tas 100 00 
Walworth County, Wis...... 19 00 
Warren County, Ky........ aa 51.68 
Westchester County, N. Y.. 8 00 
Waterville Welsh, N. Y..... 86 00 
Whiteside County, Ill........ 250 00 59 76 
Woodford County, Ill...... 5 12 00 50 81 
Waushara County, Wis...... “ 2 45 
Waukesha County, Wis...... ste 48 96 
WMT SE Wis lisa sttereaiay oislasa sian re 68 83 
Wetzel County, W. Va... oe 86 51 
Wirt County, W. Va..... on 20 74 
Warrick County, Ind................. 14 60 
Youngstown Welsh, Ohio............ 48 00 
Yellow Springs and Huron, Iowa.... 65 00 
Youngstown, Obl .. vcneccsvssense 74 87 
Zumbrota, Minn........ Masta cs eernesenle 16 80 
$7,334 18 27,596 58 — 34,930 TL 
Rey. John Hinton, D.§., Minn....... 5 85 
Rey. W. B. Rankin, D.S., Texas..... 54 27 
Rev. George 8S. Savage, D.S., Ky.... 2 9% 
Rev. E: Wright, D.S., Mo............ 12 00 
Kansas Central Agency.............. 27 60 
Brazil AGenCY, 8. Aw... .ccccicecccccce 190 64 
Levant Agency, Turkey..........-+++ 9,862 29 
Persia AREUCY....c1ccc. eocccaccocees 892 00 
Uruguay Agency, S.A........-..0005 496 61 
— 11,144 28 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
Interest ...... cahedecsletws soled edt eteiesuddeneteahipteeeld reece 285 42 
BEUGALY DALOU i oes can ca wiceeteseecte aches haehenene sds ein owe 2,339 ‘78 
TENG LQUSEUIES easter sads cidde aticinep oe¥ able as/ehep miss ome ncvales's T9 37 
Sales Dy Colporteurs.. ©... sae. css-sasecincs ann tasevcsdeaaee 6,815 22 
Record Subscriptions........ PORR? ferh tet t Ss ome Ariane te 4 90 
TRAMICAT cae eo eRe sla ticitiasiatais ¢'s:a)(c.s bintsieinst s senisinly ow-alore’s ele e's ane 2,480 81 
PUDATIOS c<js0a00 h06 00 0\9sedaesin da eel ipeb a <scher sass Ceagetemae la) epajom 
$75,511 01 
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OFFICERS OF THE AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


S. WELLS WILLIAMS, LL.D. 


REV. EDWARD W. GILMAN, D.D. ji 
REV. ALEXANDER MCLEAN, D.D. np alte eats 
REV. ALBERT 8. HUNT, D.D....... . 


ANDREW L. TAYLOR...........- Assistant Treasurer. 
CATE BUD RO Will cses teicar sasreciiostieltsep General Agent. 


DIRECTIONS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Letters relating to the general work of the Society 
in the United States or foreign lands, and requests for 
grants of books for distribution at home or abroad, and 
communications for the Bible Society Record, should 
be addressed to ‘“t The Secretaries of the American Bible 
Society, Bible House, Astor Place, New York.” 

Letters transmitting funds, and those relating to ac- 
counts, fiscal reports, Life Memberships, and Legacies, 
should be addressed to “The Assistant Treasurer of 
the American Bible Society, Bible House, Astor Place, 
New York.” 

Orders for Bibles and Testaments, the Bible Society 
Record, etc., and letters in reference to the transmission 
of the same, should be addressed to “The General Agent 
of the American Bible Society, Bible House, Astor Place, 
New York.” 

Orders for books should be accompanied with payment, 
as the rule of the Society requires that all sales shall be 
for cash only. No books are supplied for sale on commission, 
but as a special inducement, a discount of ten per cent. from 
the catalogue prices is made to Auxiliary Societies and dealers 
in books. 


BIBLES AND TESTAMENTS. 

The attention of the public is invited to the large as- 
sortment of Bibles and Testaments published by the Soci- 
ety, and for sale at cost at the Bible House in New York. 

Bibles of all sizes in substantial and attractive bindings, 
at prices varying from twenty-five cents to twenty-seven 
dollars. Testaments from jive cents upwards. 


DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENTS. 
FIELD OF LABOUR, NAME AND POST-OFFICE ADDRESS, 
Alabama & West Florida.. Rev. B. F, RimEy, 


Hvergreen, Ala. 
AVEANISAS tedd sei Nisiclnss oe Rev. W. H. VERNOR, D.D., 
Little Rock, Ark. 
California & Nevada...... Rev. JOHN THOMPSON, 
Oakland, Cal. 
Georgia & Florida......... Rey. J. L. Lyons, 


Jacksonville, Florida. 
Illinois & West’n Indiana..Rev. E. G. SMITH, 


Morrison, Whitesides Co., Lil. 


LONVES ticaisiaste ua Cake ee can ees Rev. O. J. SQUIRES, 
Mt. Vernon, Jowa. 
I ANSaSveiaigescs ac ahihte<sa.< Rey. J. J. THOMPSON, 


Topeka, Kansas. 
Kentucky & Tennessee...Rev. Gro. S. SAVAGE, M.D., 
Covington, Ky. 
Michigan & Wisconsin....Rev. GrorGE M. TuTrHIL4, 
Kalamazoo, Mich, 
Minnesota & Dakota...... Rey. JOHN HINTON, 
Faribault, Rice County, Minn. 
MIBROUTE Sirs ee cetiaisiecs nero Rev. EDMUND WRIGHT, 
St. Louis, Mo. 
Nebraska, Colorado, & Weiss GxEO. W. WAINWRIGHT, 
IW yOming tes tsenceces ; 
North & South Carolina..Rey. C. H. WILEY, D.D., 


; . Winston, Forsythe Co., N. C. 
Ohio & Eastern Indiana...Rev. EB. 8. GinuErrs, 


Cleveland, Ohio. 
Oregon & Wash. Ter...... Rey. P. C. HETZLER, 
Salem, Oregon. 
ROXAS i sc bsclec ose tah aaa Rey. WILLIAM B. RANKIN, 


Austin, Teas. 
Utah, Idaho, & Montana..Rey. H. D. FisHEr, D.D, 


Lem : Salt Lake City, Utah. 
West Virginia. ...........- Rev. WALTER R. Lona, 


Wheeling, W. Va. 


BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD. 


- The descriptions of books granted. The Board of Mana- 


‘three dollars, in advance. Any li a 
Blair, Ned. a y life director or life mem. 


[April. 


NOTICES TO AUXILIARIES. 

The officers of Auxiliary Societies are requested to 
forward their annual reports to the Parent Society 
promptly. Blank forms will be furnished for this pur- 
pose on application. 

Whenever a new society is organized, notice of the 
event should be given immediately to the Parent Society, 
so that it may be recognized. The names of its officers 
and their post-office addresses should also be given. 

No society can be considered as having become auxili- 
ary, until it shall have officially communicated to the 
Parent Society that its sole olject is to promote the circula- 
tion of the Holy Scriptures without note or comment; and 
that it will place its surplus revenue, after supplying tts own 
district with the Scriptures, at the disposal of the American 
Bible Society, as long as it shall remain thus connected with tt. 


DONATIONS. 

The payment of thirty dollars at one time constitutes 
the subscriber a Life Member of the Society. The in- 
crease of the subscription to one hundred and fifty 
dollars, or the contribution of that amount in one pay- 
ment, constitutes the subscriber a Life Director. ~ 


FORM OF A BEQUEST TO THE SOCIETY..- 

I give and bequeath to the American Bible Society, . 

formed in New York in the-year eighteen hundred and 

sixteen, the sum of , to be applied to the charit- 
able uses and purposes of said Society. 


REGULATIONS RESPECTING GRANTS. 

To whom grants are made. Upon suitable application, 
the Board of Managers will make grants of books, to 
Auxiliary Societies and to other responsible parties, for 
sale and gratuitous distribution. 


gers grant chiefly their cheaper publications, keeping in 
view the special necessities of the various classes of per- 
sons to be supplied. Fine and costly books cannot be 
given away consistently with the benevolent ends of the 
Society. 

How to obtain grants. For local work, requests for 
donations of books should be presented first to the Auz- 
iliary Societies within whose fields the books are to be 
distributed, and whose duty it is to furnish them, if pos- 
sible. When an Auxiliary is unable to do this, applica- 
tion should be made to this Society, with the endorse- 
ment of a responsible officer of the Auxiliary. 

Applications from Auxiliaries, and those for general 
work from other parties, should each have the endorse- 
ment of the District Superintendent. 

Public institutions supported by local or State governments, 
an@ public libraries, colleges, seminaries, and secular schools, 
do not come within the range of charitable odjects. 

The American Bible Society expects that due credit 
will be given for its donations by those to whom its 
books are confided for distribution. 


BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD. 

The price of the Bible Society Record to subscribers, 
for 1883, will be 30 cents a year, in advance, and the 
United States postage in all cases will be prepaid by the 
Society. Twelve copies will be sent to one address for 


ber of this Society may receive one copy free of postage 
by virtue of his membership, on the simple condition 
that the request for it is renewed annually. On the same 
condition a copy will be sent to pastors of churches con- 
tributing directly to the funds of the Society. 

Three copies will be sent, as heretofore, to the officers 
of each auxiliary from which remittances are received. 
Other copies may be ordered at the club rates; but the 
money should in all cases accompany the order, : 

Every person who is entitled to the Record and fails to 
receive it, is specially requested to communicate the fact 
by letter or postal card, giving his post-office address, 


ENTERED AT THE POST-OFFICE AT NEW YORK, N. ¥., AS SECOND-CLASS (MAIL) MATTER. 


